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1. Introduction and Political Context 

The European Federation of Geologists (EFG) welcomes the European Commission’s proposal for an 
Industrial Accelerator Act and strongly supports its objective of strengthening Europe’s industrial 
competitiveness, strategic autonomy, economic security, and decarbonisation efforts. 

Achieving these ambitions will require not only streamlined permitting procedures, increased 
investment, and accelerated deployment of strategic technologies, but also a robust scientific and 
technical foundation for decision-making. Geoscience provides that foundation. The subsurface hosts 
the resources, energy systems, storage capacities, and infrastructure that underpin many of Europe’s 
industrial, energy, and climate objectives. 

Professional geoscientists play a critical role in the implementation of key European policies, including 
the Critical Raw Materials Act, the Net-Zero Industry Act, the Clean Industrial Deal, the Water Resilience 
Strategy, and the Union’s broader climate neutrality goals. Their expertise is essential for the sustainable 
exploration and management of critical raw materials, geothermal energy development, carbon capture 
and storage, underground energy storage, groundwater protection, geohazard assessment, and 
environmental permitting. 

EFG’s recommendations are fully aligned with the European Commission’s objectives to accelerate 
strategic industrial projects while maintaining high standards of safety, environmental protection, and 
public trust. The Federation believes that industrial acceleration can only be achieved if decisions are 
supported by reliable geological knowledge, high-quality subsurface data, and appropriately qualified 
professionals. 

In this context, EFG encourages the Industrial Accelerator Act to explicitly recognise the strategic 
importance of geoscientific expertise and geological information as enabling factors for faster permitting, 
lower investment risk, resilient industrial development, and the successful delivery of Europe’s green and 
industrial transitions. 

2. Recognise geoscientists as key professionals for industrial acceleration and 
permitting 

The Act seeks to speed up permitting for industrial projects. Yet permitting acceleration can only succeed 
if supported by qualified experts. The proposal repeatedly stresses permitting bottlenecks and the need 
for streamlined procedures. 

The Act should explicitly recognise professional geoscientists among the experts essential for industrial 
permitting, decarbonisation projects and strategic manufacturing development. 

Geological expertise is indispensable for: 

• site selection; 
• geohazard assessment; 
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• environmental impact assessment; 
• groundwater protection; 
• subsurface characterisation; 
• critical raw materials assessment and sustainable resource management. 

Without adequate geological expertise, accelerated permitting risks increasing technical, environmental 
and investment risks. 

Professional geoscientists involved in strategic projects should be qualified according to recognised 
European standards ensuring competence, ethics and continuous professional development. The EU 
should support professional certification schemes, such as the European Geologist (EurGeol) title, as 
examples of best practice. 

3. Ensure Industrial Manufacturing Acceleration Areas are based on geological 
suitability 

The designation of Industrial Manufacturing Acceleration Areas should include geological and 
hydrogeological suitability criteria, verified by qualified geoscience professionals. 

Area selection should assess: 

• geohazards; 
• groundwater resources; 
• land stability; 
• availability of subsurface resources and energy. 

Early geological screening reduces permitting delays, lowers investment risks and prevents future 
environmental liabilities. 

The proposal establishes Industrial Manufacturing Acceleration Areas to cluster industrial activities. 
Ignoring subsurface conditions may create future environmental liabilities, increase project costs and 
generate avoidable delays. 

4. Include geothermal energy among strategic decarbonisation technologies 

The proposal already identifies geothermal among net-zero technologies facing supply-chain 
vulnerabilities. 

The Industrial Accelerator Act should explicitly recognise geothermal energy and subsurface thermal 
storage as strategic technologies for industrial decarbonisation. 

Accelerated permitting procedures and investment support should explicitly cover: 

• geothermal heat; 
• deep geothermal systems; 
• industrial heat applications; 
• underground thermal energy storage. 

Geothermal energy provides domestic, continuous and resilient low-carbon energy, reducing 
dependence on imported fuels and strengthening Europe's economic security, particularly in the heating 
and cooling sector. 

mailto:info.efg@eurogeologists.eu
http://www.eurogeologists.eu/


 

European Federation of Geologists 
13, Rue Jenner, 1000 Brussels, Belgium 

Email: info.efg@eurogeologists.eu 
Web: www.eurogeologists.eu 

5. Strengthen data interoperability through geological information systems 

Digital permitting systems should integrate national geological surveys and European geological data 
infrastructures to enable evidence-based and interoperable decision-making. 

This should include interoperability with: 

• geological surveys; 
• mineral resource databases; 
• groundwater datasets; 
• geothermal databases 
• geohazard maps. 

The proposal strongly promotes digitalised permitting and single access points. High-quality geological 
data constitute essential digital infrastructure for accelerating investment while maintaining safety, 
sustainability and environmental protection. 

The AI-driven processing of geological data at the European level would represent a paradigm shift in 
establishing the foundation for industrial acceleration. In this regard, the currently separate databases 
developed under European Union programs would serve as an excellent baseline. 

6. Recognise the strategic role of the subsurface for industrial decarbonisation 

Industrial decarbonisation increasingly relies on geological solutions for the sustainable use of the 
subsurface for geothermal energy, carbon capture and storage (CCS), underground energy storage and 
critical raw materials. 

The Act should explicitly recognise the subsurface as strategic infrastructure for Europe's energy 
transition, industrial resilience and economic security. 

A sustainable and well-characterised subsurface supported by Professional Geologists is fundamental 
for achieving climate neutrality while maintaining industrial competitiveness and reducing strategic 
dependencies. 
 

About EFG:  

The European Federation of Geologists (EFG) is the largest and most influential network 
of geoscience professionals across the Council of Europe countries, with 28 national 
associations representing a direct membership of approximately 50,000 individuals. 
EFG collaborates extensively with leading geoscience organisations worldwide, 
including in Australia, the USA, Canada and South Africa, indirectly reaching over 
150,000 experts.  
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