Proposal for a recommendation on Environmental sustainability — education
and training

The European Federation of Geologists' (EFG) Panel of Experts on Education welcomes and
supports the initiative of the European Commission on Education for Environmental
Sustainability.

Education and training supporting the move towards a more sustainable and resource-
efficient society and economy are a matter of great importance. They support the objectives
of the EU Green Deal as well as of the EU Circular Economy Action Plan.

The concept of sustainable development is about a future in which environmental, social and
economic considerations are balanced in the pursuit of development and an improved quality
of life. Society, environment, and economy are intertwined. To achieve sustainable
development and a higher quality of life for all people, countries should reduce and eliminate
unsustainable patterns of production and consumption and promote appropriate
demographic policies.

Education for Sustainable Development allows every human being to acquire the knowledge,
skills, attitudes and values necessary to shape a sustainable future. This involves key
sustainable development issues for teaching and learning; for example, climate change,
disaster risk reduction, biodiversity, poverty reduction, and sustainable consumption. It also
consequently promotes competencies like critical thinking, imagining future scenarios and
making decisions in a collaborative way. It connects us to the world around us, teaching us
about both natural and built environments. It raises awareness of issues impacting the
environment upon which we all depend, as well as actions we can take to improve and sustain
it.

At the classroom level, teachers can begin with simple statements around topics such as
natural resources management, food and farming, ecological systems, waste, groundwater,
energy, biodiversity and climate change. This will allow pupils to build their conceptions and
knowledge of sustainability. Examples of ecological thinking such as health risks related to
contaminated water are the best way to educate on environmental sustainability. Access to
water is now considered a human right, and human rights are fundamental in creating
sustainable communities. People are entitled to a healthy and productive life in harmony
with nature. Pedagogical approaches to sustainability can be used in different schools, at
different levels and ages.

In order to create the best possible experience for children, human diversity can and should
be addressed and planned for. Diversity includes geographic origins, language, socio-
economic status, disability and even the learning style. A high-quality learning programme
will take these areas of diversity into account and will make every effort to address them
sensitively. Whether we bring nature into the classroom or take students outside to learn, it



will have many benefits for the youth, educators, schools, and communities. Events, activities,
and programmes educating the next generation about environmental issues and how they
can help should be planned.

Geodiversity is an underpinning concept to the success of biodiversity and sustainable
development in general. It is not only a green job creator but one of the most effective ways
to spark the interest of people of all ages for the environment and natural resources. There
are obviously many opportunities now being provided by immersive digital technologies that
can bring the world outside into any location. Augmented/Mixed Reality probably shows
greatest promise for earth education, since it avoids the disorientation issues associated with
Virtual Reality and allows the provider to paint rich information alongside the imagery. Even
better, it could be used in the field in certain cases. However, we shouldn’t lose sight of the
value of being outside regularly and from an early age, and all the associated benefits arising
for well-being, a broader education and being in touch with the planet and its processes.
There are challenges for educators (health & safety, cost, outdoor skills) but we need to find
ways to address these at any price. Geotourism and the facilities that come with it can offer
a way forward here.

Above all, we need to see education about our planet’s evolution and health - alongside that
of our own bodies - as one of the two fundamental things that every person should have a

minimum level of knowledge about. There is no downside to such awareness, and it is
something that will have myriad benefits for society for generations to come.
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