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Introduction

The activity of EFG responds to its overall objectives formulated at its creation in 1985 and regularly
revised by the EFG Council. They respond to relevant socio-economic challenges of Europe. The last
revision of the EFG objectives was made in 2012,
the year of the present report.
EFG activity is based on voluntary work by a large
number of professionals and experts in different professional areas and disciplines of Geology. These
activities are sustained by the Board, the Council, a
control and quality structure for the European Geologist title and by Panels of experts. Operational support is provided by the EFG office in Brussels, which
executes the activity of EFG through administration,
coordination, communication, financial management
and representation.
The geographical scope of EFG covers three levels of
activity: International, European and National level.
Activities at international level include common projects and collaboration with other Geological associations of a cross-national nature, such as members
affiliated with IUGS. The European level activities
include quality assurance of Geological professional activity in Europe through the promotion of the
title of European Geologist. The European projects
delivered in cooperation with other organisations in
the framework of relevant EU policy and the contributions of the Expert panels are also made in the

frame of European
level activity. At
the National level,
EFG annual report
present the national associations
responding to the
principal strategic
objectives set out by
the members of the
EFG Council.
Over the last decade, EFG has enhanced its services
to the benefit of its members and society. And it
positions itself for the future through an ambitious
strategy for the coming five years. This report presents achievements and future strategies of EFG at
its different levels of operation.
All of these activities are sustained and backed up
by the communication instruments of the organisation, organised at the EFG office. The financing of
EFG is based on economic contributions of national
organisations, fees of the EFG Euro Geologist title,
projects at EU and International level, and financial
support by sponsors.
Dr. Isabel M. Fernández Fuentes		
EFG Executive Director
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Message from the President

This message in the Annual Report is the last I shall contribute
as President of the EFG as my term of office will end on 2 June
2013 at our Stockholm Council meeting. I want to take this
opportunity in print to recognise and thank the very special
people who have given their time and talents to EFG in the past
year, and who have made my four year term such a privilege
and pleasure.
I want to start by recognising our staff in Brussels. Isabel Fernández-Fuentes, our Executive Director, has gone from strength to
strength in providing the increasingly highly respected public
face of EFG in Brussels and elsewhere and continuity as Board
members come and go. I am delighted that we took the important
step in 2012 of recognising her commitment and contribution
to EFG by changing her job title from Brussels Office Director
to Executive Director. I am personally indebted to her for the
incredible personal and professional support she has given to
me during my Presidency. She is wonderfully well supported
by her assistant, Anita Stein. Anita’s talents and commitment
are behind this beautifully presented Annual Report and also
the design and layout of the increasingly impressive European
Geologist Magazine. She is also responsible for compiling and
circulating the monthly GeoNews and keeping our website up to
date. Behind the scenes she is efficient and diligent in all areas of
office administration, including book keeping, whilst cheerfully
and effectively supporting Isabel and the Board in their work.
Next I want to recognise the members of the Board in 2012. The
Tenerife meeting saw an election for Secretary General, which
led to the appointment of Domenico Calcaterra of Italy who has
taken on his duties with enthusiasm and commitment. Domenico follows Elisabeth Däcker of Sweden in the post – Elisabeth
fulfilled her duties with grace and good humour and I express
heartfelt thanks on behalf of EFG for all she contributed until her
retirement in May 2012. Nieves Sánchez-Guitian of Spain was
re-elected as Vice President in Tenerife. In addition to routine
Board involvement she took the lead in arranging an excellent
workshop and field trip before the Council meeting and a highly
enjoyable Council meeting too, for which congratulations and
many thanks are due. Léo Luzieuz of Switzerland, Treasurer,
was also re-elected in Tenerife. He has continued to manage
our finances with great skill and diligence and has built on the
achievements of previous years in modernising our financial
management so as to provide timely and accurate financial reporting to the Board and Council. Éva Hartai of Hungary has been
highly effective in leading the Editorial Board of the European
Geologist Magazine and in driving improvements in the breadth
and content of the magazine – including introducing peer review
for the papers. She is highly active in seeking out opportunities
for EFG to contribute as a partner to EU funded projects to
provide dissemination and advisory roles consistent with our
aims and objectives. During 2012, she has also taken on the role
of co-ordinator of the new Panel of Experts on Education. The
Board meeting she hosted at her home in Lillafüred, Hungary
in September was perfectly organised and highly effective as
well as being incredibly enjoyable.
The Registration Authority (David Norbury (Chair), Markku
Iljina and Manuel Regueiro in 2012) continues to provide wise
advice to the Board and Council in relation to correct interpretation of our Statutes and Regulations, any inconsistencies

between established practice and the Regulations and in relation
to amendments that are from time to time required. This is
alongside its core responsibilities in overseeing the processes
surrounding the award of the European Geologist Title, including monitoring and auditing the performance of the Licensed
Bodies, providing advice to Licensed Bodies where needed, and
advising National Associations who wish to set up National
Vetting Committees or become Licensed Bodies. Their activities
are very much appreciated and valued and I am delighted to be
able to use this message to recognise and thank them.
As you will read later in the report, the National Vetting Committees in some countries stepped up their activity significantly
so that the International Licensed Body was busy in 2012, with
a significant increase in the number of European Geologist
titles awarded to members of National Associations that are
not Licensed Bodies. Our grateful thanks are due to Antoine
Bouvier, Péter Scharek and Paul Van Calster at the ILB who
have processed these applications behind the scenes and to the
Office for their invaluable support.
The PE system is important to EFG in delivering key aspects of
its strategic aims and I thank all the co-ordinators for their hard
work in the past year, all the PE members who have participated
and the Office and Eva Hartai who have supported their efforts.
Last but not least, I would like to recognise the Council members
for the work they put in at two excellent Council meetings in
2012 (and between meetings when asked to comment on documents). Shortly after this Annual Report is published, I hope
that the Council will have approved the first EFG Strategic Plan
at its meeting in Stockholm on 1st and 2nd June 2013. This will
represent the culmination of some very valuable and sustained
work by the Board, the Office and, especially, Council members,
much of it completed during 2012. By the end of 2012, we had
agreed a modernised text for our Objects (as set out in our Statutes) and also a set of Strategic Aims (see page 4). Based on the
Strategic Aims, the Board proposed a set of prioritised Strategic
Actions which were taken forward in early 2013 to inform more
detailed strategic action planning and budgeting to create the
Strategic Plan document that will be presented in Stockholm.
These achievements represent the outcome of discussion sessions at our Council meetings which have led us to really focus
on and express the essence of our mission and vision as well as
agreeing practical, sustainable and deliverable ways in which we
will seek to achieve our aims and objectives – the sometimes
challenging process of looking ahead and facing up to what is
practically achievable for an organisation such as ours with its
particular mix of available voluntary and paid human resources
and limited funding, and the level and quality of involvement
of our member associations in this process has been at least as
valuable as the outcomes.
I will sign off by wishing my successor, Vítor Correia of Portugal,
well in the role and assuring him that he can count on wonderful
support from the whole EFG community (Board, Office, Council,
Officers, PEs and National Associations). I have thoroughly
enjoyed my time as President of EFG and I hope that he does too.
Ruth Allington
EFG President 2009-2013
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EFG in brief

The European Federation of Geologists (EFG) is a
not-for-profit organisation instituted to represent
the professions of geology in Europe, especially to
the European Union and its various organisations.
OVERALL OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIC AIMS
1. In relation to EU policies and environment,
the EFG will work with member states and
the European Commission and Parliament:
a. By providing professional geological
knowledge to inform the development of
policy and hence the formulation of European Community and national legislation.
b. To gather and disseminate to National
Associations information on current and
emerging agendas of the Parliament and
the Commission.
2. In relation to education and outreach, EFG
will:
a. Work with others to promote geoscientific education and training that links to
professional practice.
b. Provide information on geoscientific issues and the way they relate to protection
of the public, sustainable use of natural
resources and environmental protection.
3. In relation to professional titles, EFG will:
a. Ensure that the standing of the title of
European Geologist is effectively communicated and maintained.
b. Promote adoption of the title of European
Geologist as the Europe-wide standard of
competence in the professional practice of
Geoscience (in applied, research and academic fields), so enabling the free movement of labour, especially in the context of
the requirements of the European Directive
on Recognition of Professional Qualifications.

c. Establish international recognition of the
equivalence of professional titles through
agreements with professional geoscience
organisations outside Europe.
4. In relation to ethical professional practice,
EFG will:
a. Require European Geologists to maintain
and develop their competences through
continuous professional development.
b. Enforce the Code of Ethics.
c. Participate with other professional geoscience organisations in the development
and application of ‘geoethics’ and other
aspects of professionalism relating to the
practice of geoscience.
5. In relation to National Associations, EFG will:
a. Engage with National Associations to
achieve delivery of its strategy.
b. Facilitate communication between National Associations and European institutions in Brussels.
c. Provide:
• a representative voice for matters of common interest and concern
• a network for the sharing of knowledge,
good practice and experience;
• an annual report that gives information
about its activities and progress with respect to its strategic aims and objectives
d. Seek to increase the membership so as to
represent all countries in Europe.

6										
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Functioning

4.1 Board
The EFG Board comprises the Officers of the EFG
(President, Vice President, Secretary General, Treasurer, and Delegate for European Union Matters)
elected from the officially appointed delegates. The
EFG Board acts as the executive body of the Council,
to carry out the approved business of the EFG, to
implement policy decisions by Council and to make

policy proposals. At the Tenerife Council meeting in
May 2012, Domenico Calcaterra (Italy) was elected
Secretary General and replaced thus Elisabeth Däcker (Sweden) who did not stand for a second term.
The following table lists all current Board members
and their activities in 2012.

President
Ruth Allington, United Kingdom
Meetings and conferences:
22-24 January: 4IPGC in Vancouver, Canada
15 February: Kickoff meeting of GEOTRAINET Education Board, Brussels
22 February: IGCP 40th birthday meeting, UNESCO, Paris
29 February – 1 March: GEOTHERM exhibition and congress, Offenburg, Germany (invited speaker);
Meeting with European Geologists from BDG; agreement with organisers for a
benefits package for EFG in return for sponsorship of the annual event (at no
cost to EFG)
17–18 March: Board meeting, Oxfordshire, UK
22 March: Invited speaker at conference (“Which Quarry for Tomorrow?”) organised by Geologica Belgica, Brussels.
27 March: Meeting with Jobs4Mining – possible collaboration to provide services and support unemployed geoscientists.
27 March: Presentation on EFG to the Professional Committee of the Geological Society of London.
6–9 August: 34IGC, Brisbane Australia (including presentation introducing the TGGGP).
1-2 September: Board meeting, Lillafüred, Hungary
14 September: Kick off e-meeting of IUGS Task Group on Global Geoscience Professionalism
13 November: High Level Conference on the new European Innovation Partnership on raw materials, Brussels
13 November: E-meeting of TGGGP
14 November: EuroGeoSurveys Stakeholder Forum EGDI Scope, Brussels
14 November: Detailed response on the minutes of the Raw Materials Steering Group (RMSG) meeting on 12 November (attended by Executive Director)
24-25 November: Council meeting, Brussels
11 December: Application to join the European Technology Platform on Sustainable Mineral Resources
Other activities:
• Correspondence with several National Association representatives to hear their views and provide feedback and to
provide specific support (BDG member query about JORC code interpretation, Letter to Spanish Education Ministry).
• Annual report to National Reporting Organisations of CRIRSCO (SAMREC and JORC)
• Collaboration with the Office, Board and the Registration Authority on the arrangements for the Council and Board
meetings.
• Foreword for EGM33 and EGM34.
• Taking of responsibility for preparation of the documents to support the discussion session in Tenerife designed to
set and prioritise strategic objectives for EFG
• Collaboration with Officers of PERC to prepare draft documents to establish PERC as a ‘stand alone’ organisation based
in Brussels at the EFG office
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• Participation with Geoscientists Canada and AIPG in creating a draft proposal to IUGS for an international Professional
Affairs Task Group, seeking support from other professional geoscience organisations (South Africa, Australia and
Bolivia) – approved as Task Group on Global Geoscience Professionalism by IUGS EC at 34IGC
• Appointment of new PE co-ordinators: Prof Szanyi, Hungary (Geothermal Energy); Prof Petitta, Italy (Hydrogeology)

Vice-President
Nieves Sánchez, Spain
Participation in the 4th International Professional Geology Conference (IPGC)
celebrated in Vancouver (Canada) the 22nd - 24th of January 2012:
• Representation of EFG through the involvement in the Organization
Committee in collaboration with Canadian and other associations.
• Presentation about “The Role of the Geological Surveys and Professional
Bodies in the Civil Protection”.
Organization of the EFG International Workshop on the Management of Natural
Hazards (10th - 11th of May 2012), in Tenerife (Canary Islands):
• Several papers on the management, prevention and effects of various natural
hazards were presented during the Workshop.
• The conference and subsequent meeting of the EFG were attended by European geologists and representatives
of American professional associations, such as Barbara Murphy, President of the American Institute of Professional
Geologists (AIPG) and William Siok, Executive Director of the American Geological Institute (AGI).
The Vice-President has proposed to work on the following issues:
• A Geoethic Declaration, including geoethical principles to be extended to other geosciences organisations. EFG has
initiated contacts with organizations which promote geoethics.
• A common Geology Day for all EFG member associations with the aim of creating a more cohesive group within
a European cultural geological space. This idea could be used with a view to developing a project with didactical
materials to disseminate geology at schools and to society in general.
The Vice-President attended different meetings about the development of the new Directive on Professional Qualifications,
discussing possible models to be implemented for the structure of professional associations and their future role.

Secretary General
Domenico Calcaterra, Italy
The Secretary General has been elected during the Tenerife EFG Council meeting,
held in May 2012.
Since then, SG has been involved in preparation and administration of EFG Board
and Council meetings and electronic election of new President.
Minutes from the formal Council Meeting in Tenerife, prepared by the former
Secretary General, have been circulated to EFG Council members in June.
In June, SG has participated to an “induction meeting” in Brussels, organized by
EFG Office to introduce the new Secretary General to his commitments within the
Board and to initiate the process to become a signatory to the EFG bank accounts.
The later process has been completed in September.
The Secretary General, with the support of the EFG Office, has prepared, scheduled
and taken minutes from the Board meeting held in Lillafüred (Hungary) and made preparations for Formal Council
Meeting in Brussels, November 2012.
On 6th and 7th September, SG has participated at different meetings with European Committees’ officers: DG Environment,
Unit D1 “Protection of water resources”, Water Framework Team and Floods Directive (Maria Brättemark); Regional Office
for Europe The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, UNISDR (Paola Albrito and Mariana Osihn); DG ECHO
Civil Protection Policy, Prevention, Preparedness and Disaster Risk Reduction (Roberto Schilirò).
In the same days, SG has participated as observer to the PanGeo Research Project meetings held in Brussels.
SG has contributed to the presentation made by EFG Executive Director at the 12th Meeting of Working Group F on
Floods, held in Brussels on 16th - 17th October 2012.
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EU-Delegate
Eva Hartai, Hungary
The EU Delegate, as a line manager for the Executive Director, regularly makes
consultations with her on the Office’s matters.
The EU Delegate is the chair of the Editorial Board (EB) of the European Geologist magazine. The magazine is published twice a year. In January 2012, a
new editorial board of EGM was established. The Editor-in-Chief collected and
systematized the contributions for the EB, kept contact with the layout editor,
the authors and the reviewers.
In 2012 the EU Delegate took part in the preparation and organization of all
the six project proposals in which EFG is involved:
• EXPLORES: In the frame of the project networked research and training programmes were planned to develop,
related to future mineral exploration and extraction technologies and their environmental concerns. The proposal
was not funded.
• GEODIS: The proposal aimed to disseminate the outcomes of the former EuroAges project. The proposal was not
funded.
• INTRAW: The proposal planned to establish a link that connects the public, the research community, the industry
and civil society organisations through discussions on raw materials. The proposal was not funded.
• DeepElectroMetals: The two-stage proposal passed the first stage. The project aims to develop techniques for the
exploration, extraction and processing of minerals from the ocean floor sediments. The second-stage submission
will be in 2013.
• EURAW: The proposal plans to create a harmonised and standardised EU knowledge base including information on
primary and secondary resources. The proposal will be evaluated in the first half of 2013.
• INCO-RAW: The aim of the project is to develop a common knowledge and innovation space on raw materials
through enhancing cooperation between research and innovation actors from EU and ENP countries. The proposal
will be evaluated in the first half of 2013.
The EU Delegate – together with the Executive Director – coordinates the activities of the Panels of Experts. In 2012
consultations were carried out mainly with the PE on CCS and Geoheritage about the articles of the two thematic
issues of the EGM.

Treasurer
Léonard Luzieux, Switzerland
During the reporting period, the Treasurer signed the following official documents and communications on behalf of the EFG:
• Signature of authorisation to open a new bank account with preferential
saving scheme (1%) compared to the current main account.
In addition to the above, the Treasurer has:
• Prepared a proposition of fee reduction through introduction and retention
of sponsorship.
• Chaired the Election Supervisory Committee for the election of President
Elect.
In terms of financial management, the Treasurer was active in the:
• Preparation of EFG financial statements for 2011 and submission to external audit.
• Raising of 2012 fees for Full Members and National License Bodies.
• 2012 financial statements Q1 & Q3 for Council and Board Meetings.
• Preparation and presentation of 2013 budget to the Council.
• Corresponded with several National Association representatives regarding financial matters.
• Supervision and authorization of payments prepared by the Office.
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4.2 Council
The Council is the governing body of EFG. It comprises two to three officially appointed delegates for each
of the full members and the Officers of the EFG constituting the EFG Board.
Name

Country

Organisation

Yves Vanbrabant

Belgium / Luxembourg

Belgo-Luxembourg Union of Geologists

Nuno Da Silva

Belgium/ Luxembourg

Belgo-Luxembourg Union of Geologists

Darko Tibljas

Croatia

Croatian Geological Society

Goran Durn

Croatia

Croatian Geological Society

Mr George Nikitas

Cyprus

Cyprus Association of Geologists And Mining Engineers

Jan Schröfel

Czech Republic

Czech Union of Geological Associations

Jiri Cizek

Czech Republic

Czech Union of Geological Associations

Josef Datel

Czech Republic

Czech Union of Geological Associations

Pekka Ihalainen

Finland

The Finnish Union of Environmental Professionals

Seppo Gehör

Finland

The Finnish Union of Environmental Professionals

Markku Iljina

Finland

The Finnish Union of Environmental Professionals

Antoine Bouvier

France

French Geological Society

Dominique Fournier

France

French Geological Society

Claude Demange

France

French Geological Society

Hans-Jürgen Weyer

Germany

Professional Association of German Geoscientists

Ulrike Mattig

Germany

Professional Association of German Geoscientists

Hans-Jürgen Gursky

Germany

Professional Association of German Geoscientists

Antonis Angelopolous

Greece

Association of Greek Geologists

Chara Alexiadou

Greece

Association of Greek Geologists

Eva Hartai

Hungary

Hungarian Geological Society

Péter Scharek

Hungary

Hungarian Geological Society

Andrew Bowden

Ireland

Institute of Geologists of Ireland

Marie Fleming

Ireland

Institute of Geologists of Ireland

Gian Vito Graziano

Italy

Italian National Council of Geologists

Domenico Calcaterra

Italy

Italian National Council of Geologists

Corrado Cencetti

Italy

Italian National Council of Geologists

Bob Hoogendoorn

Netherlands

Royal Geological and Mining Society of the Netherlands

Menno J. de Ruig

Netherlands

Royal Geological and Mining Society of the Netherlands

Carlos Almeida

Portugal

Portuguese Association of Geologists

Monica Sousa

Portugal

Portuguese Association of Geologists

Vitor Correia

Portugal

Portuguese Association of Geologists

Grigoriy Malukhin

Russia

National Association for Subsoil Auditing

Yuri Podturkin

Russia

National Association for Subsoil Auditing

Iris Vukovic

Serbia

Serbian Geological Society

Darko Spahic

Serbia

Serbian Geological Society

V.Gajdos

Slovakia

Union of Slovak Geological Associations

Renata Adamcova

Slovakia

Union of Slovak Geological Associations

Uros Herlec

Slovenia

Slovenian Geological Society
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Name

Country

Organisation

Slavko Solar

Slovenia

Slovenian Geological Society

Manuel Regueiro

Spain

Official Spanish Association of Professional Geologists

Nieves Sanchez

Spain

Official Spanish Association of Professional Geologists

Luis E. Suarez

Spain

Official Spanish Association of Professional Geologists

Christer Åkerman

Sweden

Geosection (Swedish Association of Scientists)

Elisabeth Däcker

Sweden

Geosection (Swedish Association of Scientists)

Pierre Christe

Switzerland

Swiss Association of Geologists

Leonard Luzieux

Switzerland

Swiss Association of Geologists

Ruth Allington

United Kingdom

Geological Society

David Manning

United Kingdom

Geological Society

Edmund Nickless

United Kingdom

Geological Society

4.3 Meetings
EFG holds two Council meetings per year, one official meeting in spring time, and one informal meeting in
autumn.

EFG delegates during the fieldtrip at Tenerife below the Teide volcano.
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• The official Council meeting 2012 was held in
Tenerife, Spain, from 12 to 13 of May. The event
was organized by EFG’s Spanish member, ICOG,
the Official Professional Geologists Association.
In addition to the two-day regular meeting, a
workshop was organized on “Managing Natural
Hazards”, the 10th of May, and a field trip to the
volcano Teide on 11th of May.
• This year the autumn meeting was exceptionally
organized as an official Council meeting held in
Brussels from 23 to 24 of November. The main
objectives of this official meeting were to decide
on the strategic plan for 2013-2017 and to elect
the new ‘President Elect’, Vitor Correia. For the

first time in EFG’s history this position has been
filled with the aim of ensuring a seamless handover
between the outgoing and the new President. Until
the beginning of his mandate in June 2013, Vitor
Correia will participate in the Board meetings and
exchanges in the role of ‘observer’ to enable him
to fully prepare for the tasks ahead.
In addition to the Council meetings, the EFG Board
held two meetings in 2012:
• 17-18 March 2012 - The Bird in Hand, Hailey,
Oxfordshire, UK
• 1-2 September 2012 - Lillafüred, Hungary

4.4 Medal of Merit
The EFG Medal of Merit is awarded to individuals
who, in the view of Council, have provided exceptional and distinguished contributions to the EFG
or to the geological profession in Europe.
EurGeol Antoine Bouvier, member of the Geological
Society of France, SGF, was awarded with the Medal
of Merit 2012.
Antoine was a delegate from 1995 with the Union
Française des Géologues (UFG), the French National
Association member of EFG that he also was president of for some years, and he is still a French delegate. He became a European Geologist early in 1997
and joined the Board of the EFG as Secretary General
in 1999 and served until 2002. He took the new post
of a dedicated Secretary General with enthusiasm.
After leaving the Board he took on the chair of the
International Licensed Body (ILB), a post he still has
today. Antoine is still translating the English abstracts
to French ones for the European Geologist magazine.
For 16 years Antoine has been serving the EFG in
different ways in spite of being involved since 2004
in fresh water research in the Comores, Mali, Niger,
Togo and Haiti and also in mining projects in China
and Kosovo, as a geological/geophysical expert, and

it is largely thanks to Antoine that UFG came back
as a member of EFG.
Since Antoine is also a man of several languages
(French, English, Spanish, Arabic), and since he
is a very social and humble person, so easy to get
on with, Antoine Bouvier is really worthy the EFG
Medal of Merit.
Proposed: Christer Åkerman
Seconded: the Past Presidents

Antoine Bouvier receives the Medal of Merit from EFG
President Ruth Allington.
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Main achievements

5.1 International level
5.1.1 4th IPGC Vancouver

5.1.2. 34th IGC Brisbane

Geoscientists Canada
together with its coconveners, the Australian Institute of Geoscientists, the European
Federation of Geologists
and the American Institute of Professional
Geologists successfully
hosted the 4th International Professional Geology
Conference (“4IPGC”), in Vancouver, Canada, on
22-24 January 2012.

At the occasion of the
34th International Geological Congress (34th
IGC), 5-10 August 2012,
EFG co-organised a
symposium on “Strengthening communication
between fundamental
and applied geosciences
and between geoscientists and public” (Theme 1 of
the Technical Programme, Geoscience for Society,
Symposium 6).

The IPGC conferences are unique events that take
place every four years. They bring together both practising professional geoscientists and those involved in
the operation of professional and regulatory bodies
that govern the practice of geoscientists from across
the world.

The objective of this symposium was to discuss the
benefits to be gained from a better understanding
between geological communities. These include:
incorporation of more relevant and informed education in applied geology and professional skills
at university level; an improvement of industry
competitiveness through more rapid conversion of
research findings to applied technologies and methodologies; clear pathways and assessment criteria for
geoscience graduates seeking to attain Professional
Qualifications and their employers and mentors;
and design of research projects and allocation of
research funding based on a better appreciation of
societal needs. The symposium was organized in
collaboration with a number of other professional
organizations with which EFG has developed important working relationships: American Geological
Institute (AGI), American Institute of Professional
Geologists (AIPG), Australian Institute of Geoscientists (AIG), Geoscientists Canada and International
Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS).

4IPGC continues the tradition of providing valuable
coverage of topics related to professionalism and
practice issues affecting Earth Scientists globally.
Under the theme “Earth Science - Global Practice”,
the conference complemented the work of international professional geoscientists.
EFG worked in the Technical Program Committee,
an international group with representatives from
professional geoscience associations in Australia,
Europe, the United States and Canada. The Technical
Program Committee developed the two-day programme of oral presentations with seven quarter-day
sessions each with a different theme. EFG chaired the
sessions on Geoscience in an Interdisciplinary World
and Serving Society - Effective Public Engagement. In
addition, EFG members contributed to the Plenary
Session led by EFG President, Ruth Allington, and
by presentations in the different sections.

According to EFG President Ruth Allington, the symposium was extremely well supported and attended
by a core group of more than 50 people. Delegates
were impressed by the quality of the papers and the
smooth organization. The symposium was subdivi-
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ded into two sessions: Framing the Issue: Academia
- Industry Linkages, some examples.

Opening session of the 34th IGC.

The chair of the first session, Oliver Bonham, CEO of
Geoscientists Canada - the organization of the provincial and territorial professional associations that
regulate geoscience practice in Canada – confirms
that he was “very happy to have collaborated with
colleagues at EFG, AIPG and AIG to help organize
and participate in this special session at the 34th IGC
in Brisbane. Geoscience is a truly global profession,
and with the public’s expectation of professionalism
in all that we do as scientists - wherever in the world
- IGC offers the perfect venue to explore broad and
challenging worldwide issues facing our profession.
The special session on Strengthening communication
between fundamental and applied geosciences and
between geoscientists and public was timely, topical
and effective.”
Bonham further asserts that “as geoscientists we all
know the empirical bridge that exists between the
outcomes of primary Earth Science research and
their application in the day-to-day work of all practitioners, but we seldom take time to reflect together on how critically good two-way communication
across this key bridge really is. We also needed, yet
again, to continue to challenge ourselves about how
better to communicate with the public about the
vital services that geoscientists provide to society
every day.”

He finally commends “the effort made by EFG to
initiate and organize this symposium. The range of
talks that it attracted and the discussion it provoked
were rewarding for all concerned. It was a pleasure to
have been involved and we look forward to further
collaborations in the future, including at the next
IGC in Capetown, South Africa, in 2016.”
Barbara Murphy, President of AIPG, who co-chaired the second session, commented: “What was
very evident were the common global issues that
we professional geoscientists share and the role our
organizations have as the voices for the profession
of geology. Our session, Cross Communication in
Geoscience, included six talks that focused on the
importance of communicating what geologists do,
on the need for common global academic and professional standards in part to increase the public
awareness of the important role of professional geologists, to improve public perception and trust in
geologists, but also to encourage students to enter
the geosciences and to have a better understanding
of the educational background they need to become a
professional geologist. The session Cross Communication in Geoscience seemed to really represent what
the 34th IGC was about as an international gathering

Skyline of Sidney.

of geoscientists communicating amongst each other
and sharing their enthusiasm and knowledge of their
field of geology but also realizing the importance
of communicating with the public the importance
of what we do.” Barbara also enjoyed working with
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EFG, CG, AGI, and AIG in the organizing of these
sessions and looks forward to working together on
other efforts for the geosciences profession.

of the group is to ensure that the international geoscience community is engaged in this transformation
of its profession and to enable IUGS to secure itself
as the logical home of the professional dimension of
the Earth Sciences over time.

5.1.3 TGGGP
The “Task Group on
Global Geoscience
P r o f e s s i o n a l i s m”
(TGGGP) was formed by the IUGS at
the 34th International
Geological Congress
in Brisbane, Australia,
in August 2012.
The starting point for this new Task Group is the
idea that, in general, the majority of those who define themselves as professional geoscientists work
in industrial/applied sectors, but professionalism
is just as important in the academic and teaching
arenas, which tend to fall outside the purview of
professional registration and oversight. Raising the
profile of professionalism and gaining acceptance of
its importance amongst the academic and research
communities is vital if their work is to truly serve society. It is rapidly becoming accepted that excellence
in practical and professional skills go hand-in-hand
with excellence in scientific research. The objective

5.1.4 Agreement PERC-EFG

The Pan-European Reserves & Resources Reporting
Committee, PERC, is the European equivalent of
the Australasian JORC, SAMREC in South Africa
and similar reserves reporting standards bodies in
the USA, Canada, and Chile, and with them is a
constituent member of the Committee for Mineral Reserves International Reporting Standards
(CRIRSCO - www.crirsco.com).
According to the agreements with PERC, EFG provides an accommodation address and office facilities. Furthermore, EFG currently provides to PERC
secretarial and administrative services with regard to
the creation of the new not-for-profit organisation
under Belgian law which is likely to be fully constituted by the 2013.
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5.2 European level
5.2.1 EurGeol statistics
As the following graph shows (Fig.1), the European
Geologist title did not stop to gain popularity in the
past few years. In 2012, title number 1000 has been
awarded and 793 title holders are currently in good
standing with EFG what means that they comply
with the obligation of submitting records of their
Continuing Professional Development (CPD) on a
regular basis.

• Number of new title holders between 1993 and
2012: 1033;
• Current total number of active European Geologists: 793;
• Number of lapsed European Geologists: 240, which
includes:
-- those who retired or resigned;
-- those former title holders struck off during 2012

Figure 1: Trend of the EurGeol title between 1993 and 2012.

Figure 2: Annual evolution of EurGeol title holders per Licensed Body.
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Figure 3: Proportion of EurGeols per national association.

for failure to pay annual registration fee or submit acceptable CPD records.
The second graph (Fig.2) reflects the annual evolution of EurGeol title holders within the different
Licensed Bodies.

The last graph (Fig.3) shows the percentaged proportion of European Geologist title holders in comparison to the number of individual members per
national association.

5.2.2 Projects
PanGeo project

Since February 2011, the European Federation of
Geologists participates in the 36-month PanGeo
project funded within the 7th European Framework
Programme and coordinated by FUGRO NPA LIMITED. The objective of PanGeo is to enable free and
open access to geo-hazard information in support
of GMES. This will be achieved by the generation of
a validated Geohazard Data Layer supported by a
Geohazard Summary for 52 of the largest towns listed
in the GMES Land Theme’s Urban Atlas involving
all 27 countries of the EU.

The key users of PanGeo are supposed to be: Local
Authority planners and regulators concerned with
managing development risk; National geological
surveys and geo-science institutes which are obliged
to collect geohazard data for public benefit; Policymakers concerned with assessing and comparing
European geological risk, much as the Urban Atlas
data is used to compare the land cover/use status of
European towns.

Terrafirma project
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The European Federation of Geologists is
currently involved in
Terrafirma, one of ten

projects being supported by the European Space
Agency’s (ESA), Global Monitoring for Environment
and Security (GMES) Service Element Programme.
Terrafirma aims to provide a Pan-European ground
motion information service which provides identification, assessment, understanding and monitoring
of ground motions in the following thematic areas:
Tectonics, Flood and Hydrogeology (including abandoned and inactive mines as well as landslides)

sustainable geothermal heating and cooling market
(GEOTRAINET) aimed to develop the training of
professionals involved in Ground Source Heat Pump
installations (GSHP). The vision of the GEOTRAINET project was that the training and certification
programs will be recognised all over Europe and provide benchmark standards for consistent voluntary
further education in the field of shallow geothermal
in all participating countries.

This project is entering its final stages with a view to
completion in February 2013. Since the beginning of
2012, EFG has taken over as Chair of the User Executive body (UEB) which has required us to attend
all meetings and to continually seek information on
exploitation (marketing) activities. As a result of this
activity the appreciation of the EFG contribution to
the project has risen markedly. Current activity for
the UEB is focussed on contributions to the close
out report in which we are responsible for drafting
a number of sections and, in due course, for review
of the whole report.

The official activity of this project ended in February
2011 but members of the consortium of this project
decided to capitalise on the results and knowledge
harnessed by this project. Three meetings have been
held since the end of the project in order to prepare a
legal framework for continuing Geotrainet’s activity.
Geotrainet will be registered as a Belgian not-for-profit organization and EFG will support the secretariat
of this new organization.

Geotrainet

The European Federation of Geologists was the coordinator of the GEOTRAINET project, a 30-months
project, co-financed by the European Commission’s
“Intelligent Energy – Europe”. Geo-Education for a

The structure of the new organization would be
based on a European Education Committee (EEC)
maintaining the quality standards of the training
programme on an international level and managing
all Geotrainet documents. The different National
Education Coordinators (NEC) would be in charge
of implementing the international quality standards
on a national level with respect to specific national
conditions. Finally, the National Training Institutes
shall be responsible for putting the training schemes
into practice. Financially, this education structure
should mainly be maintained by course fees, but
sponsorships as well as public funds could boulster
the budget to start with.
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5.2.3 Panels of Experts
The EFG Panels of Experts (PEs) fulfil the EFG mission by contributing to the development of European
Policies of interest to geologists and geological issues
around Europe. These PEs are involved in the European Commission’s Working Groups, present Advisory Documents to the European Commission and
Parliament, organize workshops on geological topics,
and participate in public hearings, conferences and
meetings. The different PEs are listed below and more
information on the activities of each of the panels can
be found on the EFG website www.eurogeologists.
eu in the section “Panels of Experts”.
During 2012, the EFG PEs have participated in the
European Commission’s Working Groups on Raw

Materials (RMSG), the Flood Directive (WG F),
the Groundwater Directive (WG C), the European
Technological Platform on Heat and Cooling (ETP
H&C), and the European Technological Platform on
CO2 emissions (ZEP).
The PE’s activities have been supported by electronic meetings which shaped up as a very effective
instrument to activate the regular communication
between experts and coordinators.
Furthermore, the PE on Geoheritage has organized
a session during the EGU conference in Vienna in
April 2012, and has also presented a stand during
the Green Week in Brussels in June 2012.

Panel of Experts on Education

© Anita Stein 2012.

Coordinator

Eva Hartai

Mission

The PE on Education was established in 2011. It intends to deal with educational questions in geology (earth sciences) at all education levels from primary school to postgraduate courses.

Objectives/Position

• Establishing cooperation with the educational sections of the national associations;
• Collecting information and creating datasets on the role of geology in public education in different European countries;
• Collecting information and creating datasets on education in geology at higher education level in different European countries (number of students, curricula, learning
outcomes, employment, etc);
• Preparing proposals or taking part in international projects related to education in
earth sciences;
• Organizing outreach activities related to geology (Geology Day, Conference on earth
sciences for secondary-school students);
• Taking part in the organizations of e-courses by EFG;
• Preparing advisory documents to the EC on educational questions.

Activities in 2012

Letter on School education in Spain, October 2012

Future activities

• Taking part in higher educational accreditation programs of AKKORK (Agency for
Higher Education Quality Assurance and Career Development in Russia);
• Preparing a brochure for young professionals about the general requirements for
working as geologists in Europe.
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Panel of Experts on CO2 Geological Storage

© Kris Welkenhuysen 2012.

Coordinator

Kris Piessens

Mission

The mission of the PE CO2 Geological Storage is closely aligned with the principal
objectives of the European Federation of Geologists, which are representing, safeguarding and promoting the geological profession, promoting best practices and
responsible use of resources, and establishing policies on environmental matters and
sustainability. The current development of Carbon Capture and Storage makes these
objectives highly relevant for the topic of CO2 storage.
The success of CCS will largely depend on how reliably CO2 can and will be stored,
justifying the dedicated mission of the PE CO2 Geological Storage: emphasizing the
role of professional geologists and the importance of the geological perspective in the
overall concept of carbon capture and storage.

Objectives/Position

Through this PE, EFG strongly supports CCS as a necessary means to combat climate
change. The current failure of climate policy means a major setback for deploying CCS
in Europe. There are clear forces within the EC that aim to turn this situation around.
EFG will support this by keeping the topic under attention, and keep the CCS expertise
alive.

Activities in 2012

• Electronic meetings: The Panel held four electronic meetings. Main topics discussed
were the active participation in the edition of issue 33 of the European Geologist
magazine “Carbon, capture and storage – potential in Europe and barriers to take
up”, the activities of ZEP-TFT (European Technology Platform for Zero Emission Fossil
Fuel Power Plants-Taskforce Technology) and the development of an e-learning
course on CCS.
• 22nd ZEP-TFT meeting, 20 March 2012, Brussels, Belgium: The Royal Belgian Institute
of Natural Sciences hosted this meeting in cooperation with the European Federation of Geologists. Around 30 participants, representing mainly the industry sector,
but also different research institutes, attended the meeting. After a general balance
on current ZEP TFT (European Technology Platform for Zero Emission Fossil Fuel
Power Plants-Taskforce Technology) activities, the participants split up into four Working Groups (European Industries Initiative; Other industries; Storage Infrastructure;
Capture R&D Plan) and debated on their mandates’ evolution and activities to be
scheduled. More information: www.zeroemissionsplatform.eu.
• European Geologist Magazine number 33: Carbon, capture and storage - potential in
Europe and barriers to take up, May 2012.

Future activities

• With some draft chapters of the e-course currently online, the priority for 2013 will
be to review and expand this e-course, make it available and attract an audience.
• Involvement in ZEP-TFT will be continued, and is instrumental to follow the fast
changing CCS landscape.
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Panel of Experts on Geological Heritage

© Roberto Pinedo Vadillo 2011.

Coordinator

Hanneke van den Ancker

Mission

This panel contributes to the development of European Policies to protect the geological heritage in Europe. In collaboration with other organisations it has contributed in
preparing advice documents, scientific events and dissemination activities.

Activities in 2012

• Electronic meetings: The first electronic meeting of the Panel was held in spring
2012 and covered topics such as the organisation of a session at the EGU conference
in Vienna and the participation in the Green Week.
• EFG convener of session at EGU meeting, Geodiversity and Geoheritage in university education and research, Vienna, 22-27 April 2012: This session addressed
the challenge of linking geodiversity and earth heritage to earth science research.
Although the importance of both is increasingly recognized, they are still not fully
addressed in scientific research and education. Unique landscapes and soils that are
worthwhile to preserve for the next generations, often contain complex properties
and relationships, and should therefore be addressed in a more holistic way. Therefore expertise and research from various disciplines should be combined. Another
important aspect is to improve awareness and outreach of geoheritage and geodiversity to a wider public including (university) education. More information
• Green Week 2012: “Every drop counts”: EFG participated in the 12th edition of the
Green Week from 22 to 25 of May, Brussels. In cooperation with European and Global
Geoparks Network (EGN), EUCC, the coastal union, and ProGEO the association
for the protection of the geological heritage, EFG presented a stand at this year’s
Green Week. Green Week 2012 has set its focus on water, “Every drop counts”. Issues
concerning the PE on Soil Protection and Geological Heritage:
- How the water shaped on Europe’s Geoheritage and landscapes
- How diversity is important for sustainable water management-projects examples.
• European Geologist Magazine number 34: Geoheritage – learning from the past for
informing the future, November 2012.
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Panel of Experts on Geothermal Energy

© Eline Mignot 2010.

Coordinator

Janos Szanyi

Mission

The EFG Panels of Experts on Geothermal Energy contributes to the development of
European Policies of interest to geologists and geological issues around the European
policy on Geothermal Energy. The panel has Identified as sensitive problems in geothermal energy sector:
• technological innovation
• predictable and coherent legislation
• training and promoting

Objectives/Position

• The Panel provides the possibility of interchanging experiences between geothermal experts from the different European countries.
• EFG PE on Geothermal Energy has the potential to become the main actor in harmonizing this field and to be instrumental in the sustainable growth of geothermal
energy use.
• The members of the Geothermal PE must help the EU Institutions and organizations
of EU countries during the decision-making process in the geothermal sector.

Activities in 2012

• GEOTRAINET – “Geo-Education for a sustainable geothermal heating and cooling
market”, 2007-2012. The aim of the GEOTRAINET project was to develop the training
of professionals involved in Ground Source Heat Pump installations (GSHP). More
information: www.geotrainet.eu. The Panel supports the new phase of Geotrainet,
the creation of a new not-for-profit organisation.
• European Technology Platform - Renewable Heating and Cooling : EFG is member of
the Geothermal Panel.

Future activities

• Discussion of sensitive problems of the geothermal sector.
• Participation in thematic conferences and sharing our experiences.
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Panel of Experts on Hydrogeology

© Carla Candeias 2010.

Coordinator

Marco Petitta

Mission

Hydrogeology is a main topic among technical and professional skills of the geologists,
and it is probably the most strictly related to the environmental protection and preservation. In the 21st century, the pursuit of the equilibrium between human needs and
environmental sustainability involves as a main element the water resources, representing at the same time a resource and a risk. It is a task of modern geologists to contribute to the management and protection of water resources, with particular attention
to groundwater. EFG PE on Hydrogeology mission is to contribute to the development
of knowledge, to the introduction of policies and to the technical improvement of
professional geologists in this field.

Objectives/Position

Support European Policy on Hydrogeology:
• Groundwater Directive
• European Commission Working Group CIS-WG C groundwater
• Blueprint

Activities in 2012

• Electronic meetings. Three electronic meetings were held in 2012.
• CIS-WG C groundwater. EFG is member of the CIS-WG C Groundwater. The WG is a
technical organ of the EU Commission and its activity is interesting to professionals,
public authorities and the academic world. The coordinator of the PE on Hydrogeology, Dr. Petitta, represents EFG in this WG. Main current activities of the WG are:
- Groundwater body delineation and mapping by GIS
- Characterization of Groundwater Bodies
- Threshold values for quality status
- Climate change and primary and secondary effects
- Drinking water protected areas
- Trends of pollutants in groundwater and the good status
- Water scarcity and drought
- GDE, groundwater dependent (terrestrial) ecosystems
• Blueprint to safeguard Europe’s Waters: The Blueprint aims at ensuring good quality
water in sufficient quantities for all legitimate uses. The time horizon of the Blueprint
is 2020 since it is closely related to the EU 2020 Strategy and, in particular, to the Resource Efficiency Roadmap. The Blueprint is the water milestone on that Roadmap.
However, the analysis underpinning the Blueprint will cover a longer time span, up
to 2050, and will drive policy for a longer period.

Future activities

• EFG Workshop 2013: «Professional implications for geologists of the implementation
of EU groundwater directive».
• The 35th issue of the European Geologist magazine will be dedicated to Hydrogeology with an active participation of the Panel of Experts.
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Panel of Experts on Natural Hazards and Climate Change

© Marco Ferraz 2010.

Coordinator

Andy Gibson

Mission

• The group has been established in March 2003, in relation to EC initiatives on Civil
Protection, DG Environment, and has since then provided many contributions to the
EC.
• The coordinator of this Panel of Experts is member of the International Scientific
Advisory Group of a three-year UNESCO-BAS (Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)
project on geohazards analysis in the Balkan, and he is assigned as liaison person for
Geology in the Research Committee of the EAGE (European Association of Geoscientists and Engineers).

Activities in 2012

• Flood Risk Management. EFG is member of the European Commission Working
Group F on Flood (WG F). The mandate for Working Group F on Floods (WG F) is part
of the CIS (Common Implementation Strategy for the Water Framework Directive)
Programme 2010-2012 and includes work on the following:
• - Development of reporting formats, tools and schemas for reporting of the Floods
Directive.
• - Continued information exchange in WGF, and in Thematic Workshops.
• - Preparation of Resource documents on: Floods and economics and on a Catalogue
of good practices in flood risk management in view of climate change.
• - Development of scope for database on significant past floods linked to reporting in
WISE.
• Summary WG F Flood risk management
• Better environmental options in flood risk management
• Civil Protection Policy: Prevention, preparedness and Disaster Risk Reduction
• The Community mechanism for civil protection
• DG Research: Enviromental Research Natural Hazards
• DG Enterprise and Industry: Security researc and development; 7FP security
• Integrated Research on Disaster Risk
• The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, Making cities resilient

Panel of Experts on Resources and Reserves - Minerals and their Sustainable Use

© Stefano Salvi 2010.

Coordinator

Andy Bowden
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Mission

Collaboration in, a) the adoption of The Reporting Code by the major professional
geological associations in Europe and its recognition as a template for an international
code; and b) in the EFG participation in the United Nations Framework Classification
for Fossil Energy and Mineral Resources («UNFC») adopted by the UN in June 2004.

Activities in 2012

• European Innovation Partnership on Raw Materials
• PERC. As a member of the Pan-European Reserves & Resources Reporting Committee (PERC), EFG has invited its members to participate through their comments and
suggestions in the consultation process related to the revision of the PERC Code in
2012.

Panel of Experts on Soil Protection

© Roberto Pinedo Vadillo 2011.

Coordinator

David Manning

Mission

The role of geologists in soil protection covers a wide range of topics. On the one
hand, the geological sciences address soil-forming processes, and these include those
that underpin soil fertility and carbon capture in soils. Manipulation of these natural
processes includes the sourcing of mined fertilizer products (for which there is increasing demand given population growth) and understanding their function in soils. On
the other hand, soil protection covers the remediation of soils contaminated by human
activity, starting from recognition of harm and evaluation of the associated risks, and
leading where necessary to the design and execution of engineering works to make a
soil safe and to deliver a new function. Extending from site-specific tasks, the geologist
plays an important role in understanding soil processes globally, in the context of the
overall Earth System. In this work, the geologist has to work closely with professionals
from other disciplines, including life scientists, ecologists, geographers, hydrologists
and civil engineers, as well as planners and land-use specialists.

Objectives/Position

• To provide a core of expertise within EFG that relates to soils and soil protection.
• To observe changes in policy and regulation that affect soils at a European level, and
to respond with advice when appropriate opportunities arise.

Activities in 2012

• The Panel of Experts on Soils uses a thorough understanding of the technical and
scientific matters that relate to soil protection on a range of scales to be in a position
where it can inform policy, and assist policy makers in drafting or modifying appropriate regulation.
• EFG has liaison with the CEN, European Committee for Standardization, www.cen.eu
Technical Committee on Characterization of Soils, TC345, since September 2010.

Future activities

Continued liaison with appropriate bodies and organisations, combined with activities
within EFG to raise awareness of soil-related issues.
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5.2.4 Events
EGU 2012
The Panel of Experts on Geological Heritage co-organized the
first session on “Geodiversity
and Geoheritage in University
Education and Research” in the
European Geosciences Union
meeting of 2012, Vienna. This
proposal was submitted with the support of the EFG
Board and the universities of Lausanne and Amsterdam. The contributions were combined under the
following topics: university teaching programmes;
regional geoheritage studies, inventory and classification; geodiversity and methods; geoheritage,
tourism and cultural heritage; geodiversity, nature
management and spatial planning.

are currently being developed with a view to contributing to decision making processes.
In the light of the event’s venue, Tenerife, one of the
Canary Islands with volcanic origins, the presentations given during the workshop focused mostly on
the risk of volcanic eruptions but dealt with different
aspects of the management of natural hazards. The
presentations given during the workshop convinced
all by their high quality and it was particularly interesting to hear about different professional approaches to geohazards management. It was outlined
throughout the presentations that the integration of

EFG Workshop on «Managing Natural
Hazards» 2012
The Spanish Official Professional Geologists Association (ICOG) and the European Federation of Geologists (EFG) have co-organized on 10 May 2012 in
Puerto de la Cruz, Tenerife (Spain), a workshop on
“Managing Natural Hazards”. The event was attended
by around 40 geoscientists from Europe (Spain, Italy,
Portugal, Greece, Finland. UK, Hungary, Ireland,
Sweden, the Netherlands, Serbia, Belgium, Switzerland and Germany) and the USA.

Welcome speech.

The workshop aimed at promoting an interchange of
ideas, practices and proposals in the field of managing natural hazards and at reviewing projects that

Teide volcano.

knowledge and expertise of geologists in natural hazards management is an essential matter in a modern
society. Recent events such as the tsunami in Japan
and Lorca´s earthquake in 2011 or the eruption of
the island of El Hierro, on the Canary Islands, have
reminded of the role that geological knowledge plays
from a social and economic point of view.
According to the feedback given by participants,
measures to enhance the integration of geological
knowledge into hazard management approaches
could be to:
i. Include more hours of earth science and geological hazards in all levels of school education
to raise the youngsters conscience and level of
knowledge about their life on Earth and the
potential hazards they are exposed to.
ii. Develop and use geological hazards maps compulsory in any urban development under the
motto: No city under geological threat.
iii. Develop permanent information campaigns
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on geological hazards, addressed to citizens
living in hazardous areas, to continuously
remind them about the need to be aware and
ready to respond. (One example on successful
outreach work was given by the presentation
of INVOLCAN on the Canary Islands)
iv. Train media staff on how to inform about
hazards.
v. Develop multidisciplinary monitor systems
of geological hazards, combining ground observation and remote sensing systems in all
geological hazardous zones to be able to react
quickly in the event of a crisis.
vi. Create a network of organizations (research,
civil protection, geological surveys, etc) with
the aim of sharing experiences on natural
hazards and preparing common actions.

EFG Stand at the European Commission’s
Green Week 2012 “Every drop counts”

EFG staff and Dr. John Gordon, University of St Andrews, Scotland, in front of the Green Week stand.

The handout “Geodiversity, an omission in EU policy” summarizes these messages and links to other
EU legislation in which geodiversity can contribute
to sustainable management.

EFG, together with five other European earth sciences
and related organizations, organized a stand under
the theme, “Water shapes most of Europe’s geological
heritage and landscapes”.
The main objective of the stand was to draw attention to the fact that sustainable water management
should take regional geodiversity into account. Standard solutions for water problems are often based on
models that do not consider geology, geomorphology,
soils and history of the landscapes. In the models, the
subsoil is frequently treated as a uniform medium.
Furthermore, EU water policy should include the
natural character of water bodies as part of our geological heritage.

Green Week poster: We care for Geodiversity and Geoheritage.

Patrycja Czerniak, EUCC-Integrated Coastal Zone Management and Hanneke van den Ancker.
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5.3 National level
5.3.1 National association statistics
The following chart lists the distribution of EFG’s
membership figures by country. EFG represents
through its national member associations a total of
36239 geologists.

national associations have gained new members, few
countries such as Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic,
Greece, Portugal and Spain declare a loss of members
since 2008.

The second chart demonstrates the percentaged evolution of the number of individual members during
the past five years. Whereas the majority of EFG’s

The last chart describes the evolution of the total
number of individual geologists represented through
EFG’s membership associations.

Figure 1: Individual members by country.
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Figure 2: Member evolution since 2008.

Figure 3: Evolution of membership figures in national associations.
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5.3.2 Member activities
In the following tables, the activities of EFG’s member associations are listed according to the five strategic
aims identified above (see page 4). You will also find information regarding the regulation of the professions
of geosciences and the organization of geology days in each of the member states.

Belgo-Luxembourg Union of Geologists

EU policies and
environment

No activities.

Education and
outreach

A Geological Job and Fair Day was organised in the Université Libre de Bruxelles
allowing first contacts between students and potential future employers.

Professional titles

No activities.

Ethical professional An Ethical Code is defined and is available online.
practice
Contact with
other National
Associations

Continued liaison with appropriate bodies and organisations, combined with activities
within EFG to raise awareness of soil-related issues.

Geology day

No geology day.

Regulation of the
profession

No regulation.

Croatian Geological Society

EU policies and
environment

• The Croatian Geological Society has a Department for Geoheritage. During 2012, two
geological phenomena were protected (Vukovar loess profile, Sphaerical nodulae
from Vrgorac).
• In May 2012, the Croatian Geological Society organized field meetings in Slavonia
with new proposals for protected localities.
• CGS also has an active role in monitoring threats at Plitvice Lakes and a report was
sent for the European Geologist Magazine. An extended version is planned for the
news of the Croatian Geological Society.
• The Society participates in the activities of the National Karst Region Comission (geoheritage and protection).
• Croatian Geological Society is furthermore planning a visit to a restored mine in Rude
near Samobor (NW Croatia) in order to emphasize the role of local communities in
geoheritage protection.
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Education and
outreach

• Croatian Geological Society, together with different institutions, prepared workshops
for children (at the Croatian Natural History Museum), Open Days (Faculty of Science)
and a Science Festival.
• Members of CGS actively participate in University Fairs in order to promote geological studies.
• CGS has edited booklets for children (Earth history, salinity of oceans) and a special
edition of News of Croatian Geological Society dedicated to Geology of Croatia (Northern regions).
• CGS organized two public lectures and prepared 3 future lectures for members and
friends of the Society.

Professional titles

• Members of the Croatian Geological Society undergo the process of scientific and
professional improvement and specialization within Universities in Croatia (e.g. this
year: 12 Ph.D. students at Faculty of Science and Faculty of Mining, Geology and
Petroleum Engineering).

Ethical professional Society possesses an Ethical Code and Court of Honour which is available online.
practice
Contact with
other National
Associations

• Croatian Society of Natural Sciences, Croatian Associations of Petroleum Engineers
and Geologists, Croatian Cartographic Society.
• Contact with National Associations from neighbour countries, e.g. Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Geology day

No geology day.

Regulation of the
profession

No regulation. Profession regulated by Law on the geological research (for the moment
a relict Law from former Yugoslavia; new Law on the geological activity in course of
preparation) and Mining Law (new version in procedure in Croatian Parliament).
No general national regulations for the exercise of the profession of geologist in Croatia.
Particular regulations:
• High schooling of geologists regulated by Law on Science and Higher Education.
• Certification exam necessary for practical explorations, regulated by Amending Ordinance on the Conditions and Professional Exam and Test for Independent Geological
Exploration.
• Certification exam necessary for Museum positions, regulated by Ordinance on
Acquiring Higher Positions in the Museum Profession.
• Advancement in scientific carrier regulated by Ordinance on Requirements for the
Advancement in Scientific Profession.
• Advancement of university teachers regulated by previous item + additionally by
Terms of Rector’s Conference.
• Basic exercise in geology possible through Law on employment stimulation.

Cyprus Association of Geologists And Mining Engineers

EU policies and
environment

International Conference “Regions in the forefront: Raw Materials & Tourism 2012”,
which was organised under the Cypriot Presidency of the European Union and was
held on 30-31 October in Hotel Four Seasons in Lemesos, Cyprus. Mr. Antonis Antoniou
and Mrs. Ioulia Georgiadou participated on behalf of Cyprus’ Association.
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Education and
outreach

• Discussion and presentation for “The gold and silver mineralisation in rocks of
Cyprus” on 29 June 2012 at ours association building.
• Workshops on “Hydrocarbon Geology – Research and Exploitation within the EEZ of
the Republic of Cyprus” on 5 October 2012 at ours association building.
• The Association’s annual ball with the participation of geologists, mining engineers
and people from mining, quarrying and ready-mix concrete industries. It was held
on 9 November 2012, under the auspices of the Minister of Agriculture, Natural
Resources and Environment of the Republic of Cyprus, at the Hilton Hotel in Lefkosia.
This annual ball was the celebration of the 32th anniversary of the founding of the
Cyprus Association of Geologists and Mining Engineers.

Professional titles

Our association participates in different committees of the Cyprus Scientific and Technical Chamber (ETEK) such as:
• Committee for Admittance of New Members in the Applied Geology Category
• Committee for Admittance of New Members in the Mining Engineering Category
• Applied Geology Committee
• Mining Engineering Committee

Ethical professional An Ethical Code is defined and is available online.
practice
Contact with
other National
Associations

Our association has a very good collaboration with the Association of Greek Geologists
as well as with the Geological Society of Greece.

Geology day

No geology day.

Regulation of the
profession

No regulation. Cyprus Scientific and Technical Chamber (http://www.etek.org.cy) is the
only licensed body responsible for the law and the regulations for the exercise of the
profession of both geologist and mining engineer.

Czech Union of Geological Associations

The Finnish Union of Environmental Professionals
Geology day

15 September 2013, Nuuksio National Park close to Helsinki.

Regulation of the
profession

No regulation.
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French Geological Society

On 21 November 2011, the French State Council ratified the new SGF created by the amalgamation of three
Associations: Société Géologique de France (SGF), Union Française des Géologues (UFG) and Comité National
Français de Géologie (CNFG). A new council and Bureau was elected in March 2012 with Isabelle Cojan (French
School of Mines) as President and, Jean-Jacques Jarrige (TOTAL oil Company) and Pierre Barbey (Nancy University) as Vice Presidents. The person in charge of the International affairs is Denis Gapais while Antoine Bouvier
is still in charge of the EFG matters.
SGF includes a section “Jeunes (Youth)” the main activity of which is the employment search through contacts
with contractors and firms. Another section named “Geole” is in charge of the diffusion of earth sciences using
vectors as museums, national parks or conferences.
The new SGF Council is eager to keep and reinforce its links with EGF, willing to take an active part in the Federation’s development through the different working groups.
EU policies and
environment

Advertisement of EFG towards the French Sciences Academy Representative.

Education and
outreach

Organisation of three main conferences devoted to education.

Professional titles

Information letter to SGF staff about the EurGeol title.

Ethical professional Deontology Code to be adopted and signed by geologists joining SGF.
practice
Contact with
other National
Associations

Contact with members of EFG’s Spanish and Italian NA.

Geology day

SGF is working on an original day programme called “Journée de la Terre” which will be
the brother day of “La nuit des étoiles”.

Regulation of the
profession

No national regulation for the exercise of the profession of geologist in France.

Professional Association of German Geoscientists

EU policies and
environment

No special activities in 2012.

Education and
outreach

• BDG published a book on the profession of geoscientists (for students and all kind of
interests persons – in German;
• BDG is engaged in designing new programs (with accreditation agencies);
• BDG represents the profession on fairs and congresses

Professional titles

• BDG promotes the title “European Geologists” and the national title “Beratender
Geowissenschaftler” (“Consulting Geoscientist BDG”, from which we have about 180
in Germany)
• BDG formed a new group “Resources”, which is a platform for members of all over the
world who work in mineral resources etc.
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Contact with
other National
Associations

The contact to other associations is very close, scientific associations (also of other
natural sciences), professional associations (Mining, Engineering, etc.). For example we
intensified the relationship to the very big associations of German physicists (60.000
members) and chemists (31.000 members).

Geology day

There are several activities in this respect. The “German Day of Geologists” (Deutscher
Geologentag) takes place every two years (this year on 17 October in Offenburg). The
scientific societies have some more “days”, for example: Tag der Erde (Day of the Earth),
Tag des Geotpos (day of the “Geotop” i.e. geological heritage).

Regulation of the
profession

There is no regulation of the profession in Germany, except the requirement of having
reached the universal degree.

Association of Greek Geologists

Geology day

Earth Science Festival, 17-18 November.

Hungarian Geological Society

EU policies and
environment

•
•
•
•

Education and
outreach

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Professional titles

12 types of awards were given by MFT to 26 persons for their different geology-related
activities in 2012.

Underground water flow systems – workshop (19-20 March)
Renewable energies – workshop (11 April)
Nuclear waste disposal in Bátaapáti, Mecsek Mountains – workshop (13 June)
Short consultation on groundwater bodies – workshop by the International Association of Hydrogeologists, Hungarian Section (11 May)
• Thermal waters within the Alpian-Carpathiam Belt. Workshop (13-14 September)
7th Winter School on Mineral Sciences (20-21 January)
Earth Sciences in public education – workshop (9 March)
Conference of Young Professionals (30-31 March)
International Day of Earth – exhibition and programs (21-22 April)
14th Annual Meeting on Palaeontology (17-19 May)
3rd Forum on Higher Education in Geology (25-26 May)
IGCP 572 Closing Conference (30 May-7 June)
11th HUNGEO Conference (20-25 August)
Field exercises for all geo-related university students (27 August-1 September)
3rd Annual Meeting on Petrography and Geochemistry (4-6 September)
Geotop’s Day – fieldtrips to different sites (13 October)
Sights of the Southern Bukk Mountains (20 October)
6th Conference on Earth Sciences for Secondary-School Students (9-10 November)
Earth Science Festival (17-18 November)
2nd Student workshop on the Pannonian Basin (7 December)
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Contact with
other National
Associations

In 2012 the MFT signed cooperation agreements with the following institutions:
• Hungarian Association on Mining and Metallurgy
• Hungarian Association of Geophysicists
• Hungarian Association of Meteorologists
• Hungarian Association of Geographers
• Hungarian Association on Silica Sciences
• Hungarian Geological and Geophysical Institute
• Hungarian Natural History Museum
• University of Miskolc, Faculty of Earth Science & Engineering
• ELGOSCAR Environmental Ltd.
• Hungarian Mining and Geology Bureau

Geology day

The “Earth Science Festival” can be considered as the Geology Day. It is organized for
the wide public. It displays exhibitions in many fields of the earth sciences and offers
interactive programs for the visitors.

Regulation of the
profession

National regulations for the exercise of the profession of geologist in Hungary.
In Hungary there are five acts, edicts and ministerial decrees regulating the activity
of professional geologists, as experts in general, and related to mining, nuclear waste
disposal and CO2 geological storage:
1. Ministerial Decree 40/2010, KHEM: Regulates the activity of Experts in Geologists. It
declares that the permission to act as an Expert in Geology is given by the Hungarian
Bureau of Mining and Geology, and related to the following fields: geology, geophysics, mineral resources, geology of petroleum, geothermal energy, and mineral
resource management.
2. Mining Act 48/1993: Regulates the activity of Experts in Geology related to mineral
exploration, mineral resource reporting and mining.
3. Edict 203/1998: It is about the implementation of the Mining Act 48/1993.
4. Ministerial Decree 62/1997, IKIM: Regulates the activity of Experts in Geology related
to the underground storage of nuclear waste.
5. Edict 145/2012: Regulates the role of geologist in the geological research related to
CCS.

Institute of Geologists of Ireland

EU policies and
environment

• A draft of a new ‘Guidelines for Geology in EIS’ has been prepared and is currently
going through a process of discussion with members who have expressed an interest
in the matter. Following that the draft will be passed to the board before being sent
to interested bodies outside the IGI for comments. However, issuing of a final version
will await publication of new EU requirements that are to be published early next
year.
• The IGI has contributed to a National Working Group on Pyrite in Aggregates – this
has become an extremely contentious issue in Ireland because many of the houses in
north Dublin built during the boom were built with hardcore in their foundation that
contained pyrite. Subsequent oxidation of the pyrite has resulted in expansion of the
foundation and serious damage to the houses at a time when many of the builders
were going out of business.
• The IGI has contributed to a National Consultation Paper on Contaminated Lands.
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Education and
outreach

• The IGI continues to organise courses for its members designed to educate them in
areas that may be of interest. In doing so the IGI has to bear in mind that it was founded by the coming together of several specialist societies and that its courses do not
impinge on their areas of interest or that it organises the course jointly with specialist
society.
• This year the IGI and IAEG organised ‘the PERC Reporting Workshop’ in April; the IGI
ran a ‘Risk Assessment’ Course in October; and (to come in November), the IGI and
IAH a ‘Professional Development Seminar for Hydrologists’.
• The IGI established a network of all geological organisations in Ireland, with IGI as the
‘umbrella’. The inaugural Irish Geoscience Network is planning an outreach campaign
to speak to second and third level students.
• Members of the IGN also provide outreach services to the public and also ran field
trips during National Heritage Week in August 2012.
• The IGI provided support to the Young Scientists Exhibition ‘Geology’ stand in
January 2012 (and will do so again in January 2013)
• IGI provide speakers to public lectures/ debates e.g. Geosciences engaging with
Media (May 2012) and hydraulic fracturing ‘Fracking’ (parliamentary debate, Belfast
September 2012, and multiple radio contributions).

Professional titles

No changes have been made to the criteria for qualification as a Professional Geologist
(PGeo). Currently, the Exploration and Mining Division of the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources require that reports on exploration results are
signed by a PGeo (or mutually recognised equivalent) and the IGI is currently in discussion with the EPA on establishing a similar stipulation where appropriate.

Ethical professional Following 2011 AGM a review of the IGI’s Code of Ethics and Disciplinary procedures
practice
was carried out by Past President John Kelly on behalf of the Board and relevant committees, comparing IGI’s procedures to similar organisations in Ireland, UK and Australia. The outcome was that our procedures were robust but that timelines for dealing
with complaints when they arise must be more clearly defined to provide both prompt
and transparent responses. The Chairman of the Ethics Committee recommended
adoption and the Board voted to adopt the recommendations of the review earlier this
year.
Contact with
other National
Associations

Our Mutual Recognition Agreements (MRA) with the UK, South Africa, USA and Australia continue to operate successfully. The Board is pleased to report that the IGI is
nearing completion of a MRA with Canada with our colleagues in Geoscientists Canada.

Italian National Council of Geologists

EU policies and
environment

No special activities in 2012.
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Education and
outreach

• Italian National Council of Geologists (CNG) is promoting and organizing training
courses and events for its members, also in collaboration with other institutions,
associations and research institutes. Of these:
1. “National Conference on Hydrogeological Risk (Rome - February 6, 2013);
2. “RemTech 2013 Expo”: exhibition dedicated to the reclamation of polluted sites
and territorial requalification (Ferrara – September 18-20, 2013);
3. “Vajont 2013” - Conference for 50th anniversary of Vajont Landslide (Longarone October 6-7, 2013);
4. “Sismo 2013”, dedicated to technologies for seismic safety, within SAIE (Exhibition
of Construction Innovation) – Bologna – October 18-20, 2013).
• The CNG also granted his patronage for many other courses and training events
organised by institutions dealing with geological-environmental issues more generally related to the profession of Geologist.

Professional titles

• The CNG is encouraging its members to obtain the title of Eurogeologist, highlighting the possibilities that it provides in terms of job opportunities in the foreign
countries. For this reason CNG started to entertain relationships with other countries,
also outside Europe. Italy has already signed an agreement with Canada and it is
establishing contacts with the Chinese Geological Society, with a group of geologists
from Iraq and with the Parliament of Malta. CNG hopes that such activities could produce a greater interest in job opportunities in the foreign countries for its members.
Italian geologists who have obtained the title of Eurogeologist in the last year are still
very few (only four at this date), but other members are applying to obtain the title.
• About this matter, CNG is preparing the prescribed documents to put forward a
formal request to become National Licensed Body of EFG. This could be a reason of
pride for Italian geologists and of greater enthusiasm from Italian Council of Geologists to EFG.
• At last, CNG points out that during the last weeks a law concerning a global re-organization of all professions is taking place in Italy: the Italian Council of Geologists is
fully involved in this matter. The main topics of innovation concern rules and authorities of professional discipline, new criteria to evaluate from an economic point of
view the professional services, and the obligation of continuing professional training
and formation. The Italian geologists have anticipated the national law, with an experimental CPD program started in 2008.

Ethical professional • CNG has an Ethical Code.
practice
• In Italy, in the city of L’Aquila, the trial against the members of Great Risks Board
ended with a guilty verdict. The sentence produced a lot of contrasting reactions,
because many people thought that the conviction concerned failure prediction of
earthquakes. Indeed, the truth is different. The seven members of the Great Risks
Board have been condemned for involuntary manslaughter due to negligence and
errors in the evaluation and communication of the seismic crisis preceding the
L’Aquila earthquake of April 6, 2009. So the sentence does not refer, at least directly,
to a wrong earthquake prediction. In Italy a sentence is considered as “final” after
three levels of judgment. As regards to the l’Aquila case, it is only the first one. Nevertheless it is evident that the convictions are very hard, perhaps too much hard. CNG
President Gian Vito Graziano wrote an editorial about this case.
Contact with
other National
Associations

• CNG is constantly in contact with other professional associations (mainly engineers,
architects, agronomists-forestry) to promote and protect the various professional
figures;
• Civil Protection Department (Presidency of the Italian Council of Ministers); with this
Department the CNG has signed an agreement to develop a partnership for effective
action on the whole national territory in the field of forecasting, prevention and mitigation of hydrogeological, seismic, volcanic and environmental risks;
• AIGA (Italian Association of Engineering and Environmental Geology). Three members of CNG are respectively VicePresident, General Secretary and Councillor of this
Association.
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Geology day

From 14 to 21 October 2012 several events have been held within the Week of the Planet Earth, whose title for the 2012 was “Italy discovers Geosciences”.

Regulation of the
profession

Several laws regulate the profession of Geologist in Italy:
• Law February 3, 1963, No. 112 “Protection of the title and of the profession of Geologist”;
• Decree of the President of Republic November 18, 1965 No. 1403 (Official Gazette
December 28, 1965 No. 322) “Implementing regulation of the law No. 112 February
3, 1963, containing provisions for the protection of the title and of the profession of
Geologist”;
• Decree of the President of Republic November 3, 1982, No. 981 “Approval of the rules
for State examinations of qualification for exercise of the profession of Geologist”;
• Decree of the President of Republic August 7, 2012, No. 137 “Regulation on reform
of professional systems, in accordance with article 3, paragraph 5, of Decree-Law No.
138, August 13, 2011, converted, with amendments, by law No 148 September 14,
2011”.

Royal Geological and Mining Society of the Netherlands

Portuguese Association of Geologists
Professional
practice and
qualification

• Pressure on Portuguese parliament to ensure that PGA will became the official organization to certify the geologist profession under the Portuguese law, turning our
organization into a Order;
• Organization of Conference event under the theme “Geology and Mineral Resources”
8th & 9th of December 2012;
• Reinforce the importance of the EurGeol title and support to new applications;
• 32nd CPD course for Geology teachers.

Education and
outreach

• Participation in the basic and secondary geology school programs revision, under
the Education Ministry structure;
• Portuguese Education Ministry Report regarding basic and secondary schools examinations;
• Project friendly rock – exchanging rock samples between schools students from
different parts of the country.

Public

• Organization of the “Wine pathways and Geology in the Douro Region” Portugal &
Spain; Organization of the 4th annual APG day, including members general assembly;
• Participation in Summer Geology Events;
• Photo contest under the theme “Summer Geology”.

EFG initiatives

• Nomination of the EFG Portuguese Delegate EurGeol Carlos Almeida to PERC Committee representing EFG;
• Active involvement on Geotrainet.

Geology day

22th April, Geological Heritage National Day instituted by PROGEO-Portugal. Each year
a Portuguese municipality is awarded with the Geo Preservation prize regarding outstanding contribution for the implementation of policies and strategies regarding the
preservation and valorization of the geological heritage within their region.

									

EFG Annual Report 2012 l 41

Regulation of the
profession

No regulation. At the present time the geologist profession is contemplated in the
Portuguese Professional Classification under the supervision of the National Statistics
Institute with the serial code 2114.1.

National Association for Subsoil Auditing (Russia)

EU policies and
environment

Seminar “Reporting of mineral resources and reserves according to international standards” organized by NAEN in Moscow, 24-25 September 2012.

Education and
outreach

In 2012 NAEN held 23 theoretical and practical seminars and conferences, including 1
in Kemerovo region, 2 international workshops, 2 round tables and several professional
sessions.

Professional titles

Advertisement of EFG and EurGeol title at the Ministry of Natural Resources, Ecology
of the Russian Federation and at the Federal Agency for Subsoil and different scientific
research Institutes.

Ethical professional NAEN has the Code of Professional Ethics of experts. It can be found at the following
practice
link: www.naen.ru/page_pid_344.aspx
Contact with
other National
Associations

• Memorandum of understanding between State Commission on Mineral Resources
(GKZ), Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE) and Russian Society of Subsoil Use
Experts (OERN) of 29.01.2013.
• NAEN is a member organization of Committee for International Reporting Standards
(CRIRSCO).

Geology day

• Day of geologists, first Sunday of April
• Day of miners, last Sunday of August
• Day of workers of oil, gas and fuel industry, first Sunday of September

Regulation of the
profession

National regulations for the exercise of the profession of geologist in Russia. Federal
Law on Subsoil №2395-1 of 21.02.1992.

Serbian Geological Society

EU policies and
environment

• Although not EU member, Serbia is introducing in its legislation and good practice
many of the EU standards.
• For instance, a new Water Law has fully adopted the principles of EU Water Framework Directive. The set of more than ten “green” and environmental laws has been
put in practice since 2009 and improved the global environmental situation in the
country.
• The Law on Geological Research has also been recently modified and comprised
within the Mining Law but due to many remarks and objections from geological
society it is now again under reconsideration and would probably soon be changed.
The Geological Society of Serbia (SGS) is playing an important role in this activity.
Under umbrella of SGS the establishment of several thematic National Committees
has been initiated, among others for Geohazards and for Geodiversity and Geological
Heritage. Their constitution and kick-off would probably take place very soon.
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Education and
outreach

• The only educational centre for University level education in geology in Serbia is the
University of Belgrade. The University annually enrols about 100 students. Since the
year 2008 and adaptation of the national Law on High Education to the “Bologna”
principles the students in geology are studying 3 or 4 (BSc), + 2 or 1 (MS) + 3 years
(PhD).
• About 50 geologists are completing their studies annually; some 20 obtain MS, while
6-10 are defending their doctoral thesis. Some 15-20% of them coming from abroad
mostly from the neighbour countries.

Professional titles

• In the last year, the first EuroGeologist title has been granted to a Serbian candidate.
• The licence system imposed by the new Law on Mining and Geological Research is
not yet put in the practice and will be probably changed along with above mentioned Law.

Ethical professional • In 2007, the Ethical Codex of EFG has been adopted by SGS.
practice
• An initiative to widely promote its principles and obligations to the geological
society has recently been accepted by the SGS. SGS web site, publishing in geological journal and distribution of leaflets to the SGS members will be used as dissemination tools.
Contact with
other National
Associations

• The most intensive are contacts with geological organizations in neighbour countries
(e.g. 4th Croatian-Hungarian and 15th Hungarian geomathematical congress “Geomathematics as Geoscience” – Opatija 2012). These are sometimes based not only on
institutional but also on personal relationships.
• There are several on-going international bilateral projects stimulated and supported by the Ministry of Education and Science of Serbia. Several projects funded by
EU (FP7, SEE, Interreg) are under implementation, while several jointly organized
scientific conferences will take place in the near future (supported by EGU, IGCP, IAH,
Progeo).
• Active participation of the Serbian scientists on geological events during the year
2012, such as 34th Geological Congress in Brisbane, Australia or similar (the 29th IAS
Meeting of Sedimentology in Schladming, Austria, the 39th IAH Congress in Niagara
Falls, Canada) were taken as an opportunity for strengthening existing or establishing new links among geologists and their institutions.

Geology day

10 February 2013

Regulation of the
profession

New Bill on Mining and Geology: It was in the parliamentary procedure, but when the
new government was elected it was withdrawn.

Union of Slovak Geological Associations

Slovenian Geological Society
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Official Spanish Association of Professional Geologists

EU policies and
environment

• ICOG has attended some meetings of Professional Union, organization linked with
the International Professional Union. In these meetings the ICOG has participated in
the redaction of amendments for the new Directive for Professional Qualifications
(2005/36).
• Another issue has been the new proposal for Spanish Law of Professional Services.
We are very interested about the future regulation of competences. We sent a big
report to the Ministry of Economy, exposing the different possible competences of
the geologists.
• About environmental issues, the ICOG has continued participating in the organization of the Environment National Congress – CONAMA, preparing some groups of
expertise to discuss and conclude with different documents for new lines to develop
scientific knowledge and political actions.

Education and
outreach

• In 2012 ICOG has organized different training courses:
-- 7- 9 March - XXIV Course of harmonization and quality control for specialists in
Ballast
-- 12-15 March – Geological Modelling 3D with Geomodeller Workshop
-- 11-12 de June - IV Interpretation Course pumping tests
-- 6- 8 November - IV Shallow Geothermal Applied to the Building Specialist Course
-- 26-29 November - II ArcGis Workshop
-- 27-28 November - Conference on Engineering Geology and Geotechnical Slope
Infrastructure
-- 15-17 February / 21-23 March / 26-28 March (3 different calls) - Technician course
in occupational risk prevention. Specialty of Work Safety.
• On-line training:
-- 13 February – 25 May - III Legislation Course Management Applied Geology
-- 3 May – 30 July - II Geotechnical Course Surveys and site investigations
-- 8 October – 8 February 2013 - Engineering geology Course
• The ICOG has continued publishing the magazine “Tierra y Tecnología”, to spread the
geological knowledge for the society and as a service between the professionals of
the geology.
• ICOG have organized different public gathering about scientific issues and disclosure
actions. We transmit these simultaneously through internet.
• Currently, every week, ICOG send an electronic bulletin to all the professional colleagues.
• In Spain, a strong discussion about legal changes in the education system, looking
for eliminate the geology in the studies before the University, have taken the ICOG
to promote a briefing paper signed by the EFG to the Spanish Ministry of Education,
with the next message to the Spanish politicians: “A citizen who is informed about
the Earth will be a safer and healthier citizen.”

Professional titles

• We have promoted the European Geologist title throw the social networks, doing
some interviews with different professionals who consider positively this recognition.
• During this year information about the European title has been sent to all members
of the ICOG in order to encourage interest in the diplomas. The web page includes
all the information. All the professionals interested in the EurGeol Title can download
the application form and fill it on line and send it directly to the ICOG for the evaluation by the NVC (CNE).
• We are currently working with the media to publicize these titles.
• Professional Union includes the majority of Spanish professional associations. At this
moment we are on a common model of Continuing Professional Development
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Ethical professional • The ICOG Ethical Committee has been met for one case of complaint against two
practice
geologists because they didn´t applied correctly the technical rules.
• The ICOG maintains an opened observatory to compliant the breach of the technical
rules, as in the case of the geotechnical conditions for building.
Contact with
other National
Associations

• The ICOG has continued the contacts with American and Canadian geological associations. In January 2012 ICOG signed in Vancouver an agreement with Canadian
Geoscientists Association to promote the professional interchange and contacts.
• ICOG has organized this year in collaboration with the EFG the Workshop “Managing
Natural Hazards”, celebrated in Tenerife 10-11 May; and the annual spring meeting of
the EFG the 12-13 May.

Geology day

GEOLODIA, first weekend after the international Mother Earth Day (22 April)

Regulation of the
profession

1. Law on professional organisations - Ley 2/1974, 13 February;
2. Law on the creation of the Colegio Oficial de Geólogos (ICOG) - Ley 73/1978, 26
December;
3. Ley 25/2009, 22 December, modification of various laws for the adaptation to the
Law on free access to activities related to services and its execution (called «Ley
Omnibus»).

Geosection (Swedish Association of Scientists)

EU policies and
environment

General knowledge of on-going activities by reading EU documents.

Education and
outreach

• Internal education of the Board in the field of Geoenergy
• Arrangements of thematic days in connection with celebration of the Geologist of
the Year in November
• Arrangements of thematic lectures in connection with the Annual meeting in April
• Board meetings now and then at board member companies
• The start of own web site with network for students studying geoscience in Sweden

Professional titles

Sweden has twelve members with the European Geologist title.

Ethical professional Occasional discussions at Board meetings and meetings with colleagues
practice
Contact with
other National
Associations

•
•
•
•

Geology day

• Since 2001 arranged on a Saturday of the second week of September.
• The 2012 Geology day was visited by 12000 - 15000 people at 72 different arrangements all over Sweden. The Association of the Geology Day has 1200 members and
benefits from 17 contributors. The web site was used by 112 teachers downloading
education material for 6073 pupils. At the Annual meeting on 21 March 2013 there
will be presentations also of Finnish and Danish representatives of respective Geology Day organisations.

Regulation of the
profession

No regulation.

Co-operation with the Swedish Geological Society
Joint meetings with the Swedish National Committee for Geology
Representatives at the Board of the Association of the Geology Day
Joint meeting with GRUS, an association for students studying geoscience at Uppsala
university
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Swiss Association of Geologists

EU policies and
environment

• Several statements of CHGEOL during official consultations and hearings procedures.
• Contribution of CHGEOL as professional association in the current discussions
„Underground and Land planning“ (“Der geologischer Untergrund in der Schweiz:
Vorstoss zur Harmonisierung von Verfügungshoheit, Sachherrschaft und Nutzungsregelungen. Empfehlungen des Schweizer Geologenverbands CHGEOL, publication
November 2012). A french translation will be published in March 2013 („Recommandations de l’Association suisse des géologues CHGEOL en vue d’harmoniser le
pouvoir de disposition, la détention des biens et les prescriptions d’utilisation“).
• Participation to several commissions and meetings on topics related to geology,
engineering, architecture & environmental sciences.

Education and
outreach

• Promotion of the educational leaflet “Nach dem Studium der Sprung in die angewandte Geologie” towards CHGEOL Student members. Interest of the EFG Panel of
experts on Education created this year to use the leaflet for ongoing discussion and
future action.
• Advertisement and further development of the Swiss Geology Portal www.geologyportal.ch. The project is run between swisstopo www.swisstopo.ch, CHGEOL www.
chgeol.org, ScNat www.scnat.ch and SGTK www.sgtk.ch with the aim to provide a
common platform for the “Swiss Scene of Geology”.
• Upgrade of the CHGEOL website and concept for an online CHGEOL newsletter, in
order to create a better and more centralized information access.
• Development of merchandising strategy with the development of related products.
Broad success of the T-Shirt “Geology Portal” during the Swiss Geosciences Meeting
in Bern on November 16-17.

Professional titles

Recommendation to promote the EurGeol title in Switzerland and use it as a uniform
standard of professional certification. Ongoing discussion to upgrade the current title
CHGEOLcert for certified geologists in Switzerland to EurGeol.

Ethical professional • The Association’s code of conduct applies to all Fellows and can be found using
practice
the following link: www.chgeol.org/downloads/chgeol/reg/CodeDeontologie_2003.03.20.pdf
• There have been no complaints of non-compliance with regards to the Code of
Conduct against any Fellow.
Contact with
other National
Associations

Contact with BDG to participate to Messe G E C - Geotechnik Expo & Congress in
Offenburg (www.gec-offenburg.de). Ongoing.

Geology day

• No Geology-Day organized specifically by CHGEOL in 2012. Next event is 07.06.2013–
09.06.2013 Festival Erlebnis Geologie 2013 - Festival Géologie Vivante (www.erlebnisgeologie.ch)
• In 2012: On September 12: Kantonsgeologenkonferenz St-Gallen – Conférence des
géologues cantonaux St-Galles: Annual meeting between Geologists working in the
Swiss public administrations. Focus on Ressource Management and Deep Geothermy
Prospection. Presentation of the Geothermie-Projekt St Gallen www.geothermie.
stadt.sg.ch/aktuell.html. Organized by swisstopo www.swisstopo.ch.
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Geological Society (UK)

EU policies and
environment

• Geological Society staff held discussions with the Beryllium Science and Technology
Association (BeST), regarding European policy making for critical raw materials and
its relationship to environmental regulation.
• A Geological Society representative subsequently attended a seminar at the European Parliament, organised by BeST, which focused particularly on the future
development of REACH regulations and the EU Critical Raw Materials report. There
was useful discussion of ‘mining’ industrial wastes for valuable or critical materials – a
topic which the Society hopes to explore further.

Education and
outreach

• On 25 April 2012 the Geological Society hosted the finals of the National Schools
Geology competition, and the Early Career Geologist Award. The school students
gave presentations in support of their ‘most inspirational’ geological site in the UK.
There was then a ‘quick fire’ quiz, presided over by GSL Council member Paul Maliphant. At the end of the day the linked schools South Wiltshire Grammar and Bishop
Wordsworth (Salisbury) were pronounced the winner. Their featured site was the De
la Beche unconformity in Vallis Vale.
• As part of the same day, four finalists in our Early Career Geologist Award gave
presentations outlining their experiences to date as post graduate geoscientists. The
judges selected Davide Gamboa, from the Southern Wales Regional Group, as the
overall winner. Davide, from Cardiff University, is investigating a 3D seismic approach
to the problem of reservoir compartmentalisation on continental margin settings.
• Work has continued this year on an online educational resource for UK Key Stage 4
students (ages 14 – 16) on the subject of ‘Plate Tectonics’. This has been written to
support not only this age range but also A level and undergraduate students. Featuring an interactive world map showing plate boundaries and associated volcano/
earthquake distributions; and animations to illustrate the tectonic settings of 7
selected case studies; this module aims to update and enthuse the next generation
of geoscientists. Plate Tectonics will be launched as a sub-site of the main Geological
Society website in November.
• There was also an educational and careers flavour to Earth Science Week 2012,
which the Society promoted from October 15 – 19. Activities included a series of free
presentations delivered via the ‘Science on a sphere’ facility at the Science Museum
in London; daily blogs from a range of geoscientists who have taken less well-known
career paths, such as being an advisor for Christian Aid; lesson plans for school teachers; and feature articles highlighting career options and fieldwork issues.

Professional titles

• The Society through its web site, www.geolsoc.org.uk/gsl/society/chartership/eurgeol, promotes the EurGeol title and details the Code of Ethics.
• An objective set by the Council of the Geological Society of London in its ten-year
strategy adopted in January 2007 is to assure high professional standards by among
other things promoting, endorsing and providing training, guidance and CPD (including professional development leading to Chartership). To that end the Society recognises the achievement of professional competence through the award of Chartered
Geologist, Chartered Scientist and European Geologist status.

Ethical professional • The Society’s code of conduct applies to all Fellows and can be found using the
practice
following link: https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/en/Shop%20Settings/functions/
Password%20Reminder/~/~/media/shared/pdfs/Society/Regulations/R-FP-07%20
Code%20of%20Conduct%2013Apr2011.ashx
• There have been no complaints of non-compliance with regards to the Code of
Conduct against any Fellow.
• The Society is a member of ROPO in terms of ‘Competent Person’ and no complaints
of non-compliance have been received.
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Contact with
other National
Associations

None.

Geology day

AGI Earth Science Week, 14-18 October

Regulation of the
profession

No regulation. Validation/certification is voluntary – EurGeol, CGeol and CSci.
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Strategy and current activities
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Strategy and current activities

EFG contributes to the protection of the environment, public safety and responsible exploitation of
natural resources. This is achieved by promoting
excellence in the application of geoscience, by supporting research and teaching that underpins it, and
also by creating public awareness of the importance
of geoscience to society.
EFG encourages professional development by promoting training and Continuing Professional Development and offers validation (certification) through
its internationally recognised European Geologist
(EurGeol) title. In 2012 the number of persons who

had been awarded the EurGeol title amounted to
more than one thousand EurGeols. Currently 704
European Geologists comply with the obligations of
Continuing Professional Development. An important
goal for 2013 is to improve EFG’s services to European Geologists through a computer application that
will support the promotion of geologist as Competent
Persons, and the EurGeols in particular.
During the last Council meeting, the EFG Board
presented its strategic plan for 2013 to 2017. The
major issues for this period have been identified in
the following table:

Teide volcano: An interplay of colours.
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5. National Associations

4. Ethical prof practice

3. Professional titles

2. Education and outreach

1. EU and environment

Priority actions

Projects
Actively seek opportunities for participation in externally funded projects
that are relevant to the strategic aims of the Federation. In 2012, EFG has
presented four project applications to the European Commission in the
context of the European Raw Materials Strategy.

Representation and promotion
Attendance of meetings in non-member countries for recruitment (say 2-4
per year) and raising the profile of EFG. EFG will attend the next IUGS meeting
in Paris in February 2013, and the next EGU meeting in Vienna in April 2013.

European Geologists
Project to promote the idea that geoscientists are eligible to work on projects
for which they are suitably qualified and to collect relevant data from NAs
and from other professional geoscience organisations for comparison. EFG
is working together with other geology organizations in Europe to request
to the European Commission a more clear identification for Geologists
and Geoscientists in the eligible list of project participation in the frame of
Horizon 2020.
Promote job opportunities and provide information on qualifications and
other requirements for employment in Europe and overseas. In 2013 the EFG
website will make available a software promoting the European Geologists as
competent persons and provide information about the individual members.

European Standards for Geosciences
Development of European Standard for Geothermal Energy - similar style to
PERC (preparation of consultation draft and dissemination).
Participation in raw materials initiatives - PERC Involvement. EFG is
represented in the European Innovation Partnership for Raw Material by
Ruth Allington, EFG President, and Steve Henley, PERC Chairman. EFG PE
Coordinator, Andy Bowden, is involved in the European Commission’s WG
on Raw Material.

Training and Education
Training courses (endorsing training, assisting with promotion, suggesting
courses). The PE on Hydrogeology is working on a workshop on the role of
geologists with a view to the implementation of Groundwater Directive and
Blueprint Initiative, Brussels, November 2013.
E-learning platform (intermediate) (establishment in 2012 - then
implementation as a service for training). An e-learning course on CCS will
be available in 2013.
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Communication
Annual release on geo-related topic for EU and find opportunities to
include (so as to inform and educate) planners and regulators (N.B. these
opportunities also related to other activities). Each PE to have an action to
produce information (web page/leaflet/poster) about their area of activity to be accessible to public and officials.
EU geology day or week, as first step for this action EFG has collected all
the Geological day events in Europe: http://www.eurogeologists.eu/index.
php?page=89
Develop organigrams of who is who in various organisations (EU and others
including at national level).

52										

© Carlos García Royo 2010.

Communication

7

Communication

7.1 European Geologist magazine
N° 33

European Geologist

May 2012

Journal of the European Federation of Geologists

Carbon, capture and storage - potential in Europe and barriers to take up

European Geologist 33 – “Carbon, capture and storage – potential in Europe and barriers to take up”,
May 2012: In order to gather the necessary amount of
articles for EGM33, cooperation was developed with
the PE on CCS, CO2 Capture and Storage. Papers and
peer reviewing were proposed by the panel members. EGM33 contains 7 thematic articles. Online
view: http://issuu.com/efgoffice/docs/egm33_2507-2012?mode=window&viewMode=doublePage
European Geologist 34 – “Geoheritage – learning
from the past to inform the future”, November 2012:
In collaboration with the PE on Geoheritage, the
Editorial Board accepted a list of 14 articles from
11 European countries which were peer reviewed
by external experts. Online view: http://www.eurogeologists.eu/index.php?page=84
N° 34

European Geologist

November 2012

Journal of the European Federation of Geologists

Geoheritage - learning from the past to inform the future

In January 2012 a new Editorial Board of EGM was
established. According to the new EB’s decision, the
articles of the magazine are peer-reviewed. Besides
the thematic articles, EGM now also includes a new
topic on professional profiles. Articles in this topic
can bring geology – and geologists – closer to the
wider public and give an opportunity to professionals
in a more popular way.
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7.2 GeoNews
The EFG Office produces a monthly newsletter with
the most relevant information for the European Geologists community such as events, reports, regulations, or consultations for the main activity areas
(Hydrogeology, Soil Protection, Geothermal Energy,
CCS, etc).

The GeoNews is disseminated once per month to
more than 800 direct subscribers and via the social
networks LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter to around
650 persons.

7.3 Photo contest
The photo competition “Geology in the 21st centrury” has been jointly organized by EFG and EuroGeoSurveys. It emerged from the simple idea that
most geologists take pictures during their field trips
and professional travels and that some of these photographs would be of interest to the public, not only
for their artistic value, but also for the promotion of
the general understanding of geology and its value
to society. The competition was an opportunity for
geologists to define their own point of view on geology in the 21st century and to explain to the wider
public the importance and range of activities of the
geological profession.

• Water resources - Blueprint to Safeguard
Europe’s Water
• Environmental protection and climate change 20-20-20 targets

The purpose of the competition was to illustrate
different aspects of geology in the 21st century with
a link to current EU policies, so as to increase the
visibility of geology both to the general public and
to decision makers and opinion formers. To this
end, in addition to submitting pictures, entrants
were required to provide a non-technical explanation of their picture, highlighting its relevance to
one of the following categories:

In July 2012, postcards of the winning pictures
and a book presenting the 15 most popular pictures of the competition were produced. EFG and
EGS are delighted with the quality of the entries
received and were proud to present the photo book
and the postcards at the 34th International Geological Congress at Brisbane as a tangible demonstration of the fruitful cooperation between EFG
and EGS over many years. This cooperation helps
both to cement relationships and mutual understanding between different sectors of professional
geoscience and to bring the excitement, beauty and
importance of the study and practice of geology to
the attention of the wider public.

• Minerals and Raw Materials - European Innovation Partnership on Raw materials
• Energy - Resource efficiency and sustainable use
of natural resources
• Natural hazards - Risk Assessment and Mapping
Guidelines for Disaster Management

In terms of evaluating the pictures, a jury composed by staff of the EFG and the EuroGeoSurveys
Offices selected three pictures per category which
were then submitted to a public online vote in order to determine the five category winners. Judging
was based on creativity, technical quality, geological content and the quality and accessibility of the
explanation to the general public.

The winners are displayed on the following page.
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Natural Hazards
San Juan de Gaztelugatxe
Roberto Pinedo

Water Resources
Maroño Dam
Roberto Pinedo

Minerals and Raw Materials
Andean bleeding cordillera
Carlos Garcia Royo

Energy
Past, Present and Future
Matthew Clarkson

Environmental protection and climate change
Turquoise blue shoals
Carlos García Royo
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Financial Statements

EFG

Approved 2012 Budget

Financial statements
Notes

2012 Final

2011 Final

2010 Final

2012 Budget

2012 Budget Core

Description

Assets
A) Accounts receivable from
associated for endowment fund

B) Fixed assets
I. Intangible assets
Start-up and expansion costs
Accumulated depreciation
II. Tangible assets
Other assets
Accumulated depreciation
III. Financial assets
Other assets

C) Current assets
I. Stock
II. Accounts receivable
from customers

1

11.393 €

29.743 €

32.016 €

Invoice to issue

6

0€

- €

11.228 €

11.393 €

29.743 €

43.244 €

104.256 €

263.429 €

70.934 €

115.649 €

293.172 €

114.178 €

115.649 €

293.172 €

114.178 €

111.737 €

79.217 €

68.329 €

III. Financial assets other than
fixed assets
IV. Liquid assets

22

D) Prepayments and accrued
incame
Discounts on loans
Others
Total assets ( A+B+C+D)

Liabilities
A) Net equity
I. Endowment fund
VIII. Retained earnings (loss)
carry forward
Adjustment to retained earnings
(Geotrainet account)
IX. Profit (loss) for the year

-12.351 €

32.520 €

10.888 €

99.386 €

111.737 €

79.217 €

B) Provision for risks
17/04/2013 11:02 2012 FS v3
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Financial Statements

EFG

Approved 2012 Budget

Financial statements
Notes

2012 Final

2011 Final

2010 Final

2012 Budget

2012 Budget Core

62.800

62.800

Description

C) Employees' leaving indemnity

D) Accounts Payables
Accounts payable to suppliers

27

155.256 €

186 €

Invoice to be received from
suppliers

26

1.080 €

1.080 €

2.364 €

Taxes, renumeration, sociale
security, provision holiday

27

15.183 €

25.098 €

32.411 €

16.263 €

181.435 €

34.961 €

16.263 €

181.435 €

34.961 €

115.649 €

293.172 €

114.178 €

0,00 €

- €

- €

62.798 €

54.598 €

54.601 €

5.227 €

3.432 €

3.074 €

3.350

3.350

E) Accrued liabilities and
deferred income
Loan interests
Other accrued liabilities and
deferred income

11

Total (B+C+D+E)
Total net equity and liabilities
(A+B+C+D+E)

Profit and loss
account
A) Revenues
Fees from National Associations

13

Fees from Eur Geol Title
Fees from Eur Geol Title - NLB

23

12.537 €

11.100 €

9.932 €

11.150

11.150

Revenues from Eur Geol Magazine

15

6.840 €

- €

1.009 €

17.000

8.000

Revenues from EGM copies

15

1.588 €

8.847 €

15.909 €

88.989 €

77.977 €

84.523 €

94.300

85.300

Revenues from sponsorship
Other revenues

32

638 €

Contribution PanGeo

28

14.425 €

19.902 €

15.280 €

21.445

Contribution Terrafirma Project

4

33.170 €

42.600 €

44.845 €

20.000

0

Contribution Geotrainet Project

8

297 €

270.069 €

17.310 €

0

0

0

0

Contribution Euroages Project
Donations & Sponsorship

9
19

0€

- €

3.590 €

4.240 €

52.119 €

337.472 €

82.352 €

141.108 €

415.448 €

166.876 €

1.018 €

- €

- €

4.917 €

1.000

661 €
Total revenues (A)

42.445

0

136.745

85.300

300

300

B) Expenses
Office equipment

12

17/04/2013 11:02 2012 FS v3
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Financial Statements

EFG

Approved 2012 Budget

Financial statements
Notes

2012 Final

2011 Final

2010 Final

2012 Budget

2012 Budget Core

Description

Office Bruxelles running expenses

16

839 €

1.225 €

728 €

3.000

3.000

Office Bruxelles Travelling
expenses

18

2.404 €

1.556 €

848 €

1.500

1.500

Eur Geol Magazine expenses

3

5.447 €

9.336 €

2.046 €

7.400

7.400

EGM printing costs

3

3.165 €

Terra Firma Project work done

4

32.492 €

5.263 €

19.762 €

14.500

0

3.860 €

35.806 €

25.208 €

34.694

400 €

222.432 €

15.886 €

0

0

2.080 €

6.221 €

0

0

120 €

1.500

1.500

Pangeo
Geotrainet Project Expenses
(excluding staff costs - these are
included in the total staff costs
below)

8

Eurages Project Expenses

9

Activities connected with EU

20

1.474 €

1.595 €

Conference Costs

29

1.472 €

1.043 €

1.500

1.500

20.000

12.500

Officials travel expenses

5

19.115 €

22.381 €

11.814 €

Accountants & Professional Fees
accounts

7

2.185 €

3.637 €

5.026 €

3.500

3.500

Web Costs

17

1.466 €

55 €

1.538 €

1.500

1.500

Other costs

25

3.169 €

89 €

810 €

78.505 €

306.498 €

500

300

90.007 €

89.894

33.000

Personnel costs
a) salaries and wages

2

38.799 €

44.252 €

47.121 €

37.400

37.400

b) social contributions

2

24.557 €

24.062 €

15.131 €

30.000

30.000

c) employees' leaving
indemnity
c) employees'Bonus

2
2

e) provisions for holidays

302 €
-682 €

932 €

2.290 €

62.673 €

69.246 €

64.844 €

12.201 €

6.898 €

890 €

Total expenses (B)

153.379 €

382.642 €

Difference between revenues and
expenses (A-B)

-12.271 €

32.806 €

1.000

68.400

67.400

155.742 €

158.294

100.400

11.134 €

(21.549)

(15.100)

Depreciation and value
adjustments
b) depreciation of tangible assets
c) other value adjustments
d) provision for bad debt
Accruals to provisions for liabilities
and charges
Miscellaneous running costs : loss
from account receivable

1

17/04/2013 11:02 2012 FS v3
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Financial Statements

EFG

Approved 2012 Budget

Financial statements
Notes

2012 Final

2011 Final

2010 Final

Description

C) Financial income and costs
Other financial income :
- Interest

24

102 €

91 €

48 €

102 €

91 €

48 €

183 €

377 €

294 €

183 €

377 €

294 €

-80 € -

286 €

Interest and other financial costs:
- Bank charges

24

- Interest paid

Total financial income and costs

-

246 €

Result before taxes
Taxes on the income for the year
Profit (loss) of the year

-12.351 €

32.520 €

10.888 €

17/04/2013 11:02 2012 FS v3
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2012 Budget

2012 Budget Core

Sponsorship
EFG broadly disseminates geology-related information among geologists, geoscientific organizations and the private sector which is an important
employer for its professional members, but also to
the general public.
By means of its communication tools, EFG reaches
approximately 50,000 European geologists as well
as the international geology community. For each

of these tools EFG proposes different advertisement
possibilities. For the individual prices of these different options please refer to the table below. In addition, EFG proposes an advantageous annual advertisement-package of 2000€ including the subscription
of your company’s logo to the EFG homepage, the
GeoNews and in the European Geologist Magazine
(business card size ad).

Full page colour (Price for one issue / per year)

820€

1320€

Half page colour

420€

670€

Quarter page colour

220€

350€

GEOLOGIST

Full page b&w

420€

670€

MAGAZINE

Half page b&w

220€

350€

Quarter page b&w

120€

200€

Business card size

90€

150€

EUROPEAN

Preferential location

X

+25%

Outside back cover colour

1200€

1900€

Second page colour

1000€

1600€

Second last page

1000€

1600€

GEONEWS

Ad at the bottom of the newsletter and regular newsfeed

1300€

X

EFG HOMEPAGE

Advertisement column on the right hand side of the homepage and
regular newsfeed

1300€

X

UNIVERSITY AD

Ad for training opportunities in the job area of the homepage

500€

PACKAGE

Business card size ad in the EGM, GeoNews and Homepage.

The benefits for your company are:
• Increasing visibility of your company profile
with a direct link to your website via the different communication tools of EFG.
• Broad distribution of your company news in the
newsfeed of our homepage and in the GeoNews.
• Promotion of your events, publications or new
products relevant to our geologists’ community.
• Ads of your job offers relevant to our members
in the job section of our webpage.
From 2013 on, EFG proposes to its member organisations a reduction of their annual membership fee
if they support EFG by introducing new sponsors
or advertisers.

2500€

Companies that sponsor EFG and its National Associations through this advertisement system contribute to the enhancement of the EurGeol professional
title. Professional titles have become important in
demonstrating the suitability of a professional to
provide geological services. The professional title
provides a quality mark to demonstrate to clients,
regulators and the general public that the individual
is competent to provide geological advice, and allows
employers to offer competitive commercial services.
According to the EFG regulation, sponsorships can
benefit directly to EFG’s National Associations when
they are concluded via the latter.

EFG Office
Rue Jenner 13 - B-1000 Brussels
www.eurogeologists.eu

